Introduction

Leonidas Moiras and Nikos Christofis

The Greek Revolution, also known as the Greek War of Independence,
was one of the first revolutions to follow the pivotal American (1776) and
French (1789) revolutions and a major uprising that disrupted the political
landscape in the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean. The Revolution
was the result of the Greek national movement, which was led and guided
by a rising Greek merchant class and a smaller group of intellectuals.
When the Greek Orthodox subjects of the Sultan revolted against their
legitimate sovereign, supposedly on 25 March 1821, when the banner of
revolution was raised against the Ottoman government, the insurgents
did not possess a unified plan of military action and lacked an established
leader. Yet, after a prolonged period of warfare between the Greek rebels
and the imperial army and fervent diplomatic negotiations, the Revolution
culminated in the formation of an independent Greek state in 1830.

For a long time, the Greek War of Independence has been studied
as a unique event, an uprising of Greek Orthodox subjects against the
Ottoman Empire, which has found little place in the theoretical frame-
work of comparative studies.! About fifty years ago, Professor Richard
Clogg argued that “the period of the Tourkokratia [sic] remains the least
studied and least understood period of Greek history and is likely to
remain so for as long as the Ottoman sources relating to this period
remain inaccessible, for linguistic and other reasons, to most historians.”2

The bicentenary of the outbreak of the Greek Revolution, which coin-
cided with the fading of the “grim image of Turkokratia” among the
young generation of Greek scholars, triggered an unprecedented biblio-
graphical production about this major event, leading to the establishment
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of the independent Greek Kingdom in 1830. In addition, the increasing
accessibility to the primary Ottoman sources, both archival and literary
in the wider sense of the term, the proliferation of the studies of the
empires, and the realization that the global-Ottoman entanglement is sig-
nificantly much more knotted across disciplines that it once was gave the
impetus for the re-elaboration of various aspects of the Greek Revolution.

The examination of the new accounts reveals that the relative bib-
liographical production unfolded in a fourfold way: Based on new
questions and synthesizing a sprawling mass of archival material previ-
ously unknown, the most significant of the recently published works
aspire to offer a general overview of the Greek Revolution, providing
new perspectives and highlighting overlooked, underestimated, or even
ignored aspects of this pivotal event. A second bibliographical trend
has focused on the political, social, economic, cultural, and institutional
transformations Greek rebels experienced in the milieu of extraordinary
circumstances of the Revolution. Thirdly, many historians of the Ottoman
Empire have narrated the Greek Revolution as an Ottoman experience,
exploring, through Ottoman primary sources, the state’s perceptions of
and reactions to the “insurgents,” as well as the long-lasting impact of
this major event on the imperial political framework and ideology. Last
but not least, a fourth bibliographical trend emphasized the transnational
and transimperial networks within which the Greek Revolution erupted,
analyzing the European and global significance of the establishment of
the independent Greek Kingdom during the “Age of Revolutions.”

At this point, it is essential to state that the purpose of this introduction
is not to present an exhaustive literature review of every aspect of the
Greek Revolution. Instead, it outlines the overarching findings of the new
and most comprehensive accounts of the Greek War of Independence.
In addition, it highlights the deficiencies of the newly produced litera-
ture and suggests new topics for research before exemplifying how the
present volume contributes to the existing literature and the ongoing
debates regarding the outburst, the evolution, the perceptions, and the
repercussions of the Revolution within both an Ottoman and a European,
but also, a larger historical and historiographical context.

General Histories of the Greek Revolution

One of the most comprehensive narratives of the Greek War of
Independence, offering a fresh perspective on this momentous event,
is The Greek Revolution: A Critical Dictionary, edited by Paschalis
M. Kitromilides and Constantinos Tsoukalas.? According to the editors,
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“the book is intended as a guide to readers wishing to acquaint themselves
with the events, the people, and the ideas that make up the drama of the
1820s in European and global history.”* This collective work comprises
several contributions that elaborate on a broad range of topics, from the
ideological background of the Revolution to its spatial diffusion, local
repercussions, and the emergence of new institutions within the revolu-
tionary milieu. Beyond its diversity, another merit of this book is that it is
based on the premise that the Greek Revolution was not an event affecting
only Greece or Greeks, but a war challenging the Vienna Order and a
global cause for freedom and social liberation. Thus, the book locates the
Greek Revolution among other contemporary liberal movements.

Mark Mazower’s latest book is another comprehensive general history
of the Greek War of Independence.’ The author provides a “chronicle”
of the Revolution from the rise of Philiki Etairia (Society of Friends),® the
forerunner of the uprising, until the establishment of Ioannis Kapodistrias
as the first governor of the newly founded independent state. Mazower
analyzes the social structure of the Greek Orthodox communities in the
imperial lands and identifies the incentives, ambitions, and visions of
the leading figures of the revolt. Additionally, he examines the Greek
Revolution within the complex network of relationships in post-
Napoleonic Europe, highlighting its underlying transnational dimension.
Without diminishing the value of those two volumes, the main criticism
that can be made is their limited use of, or lack of, Ottoman sources.

Against this background, four collective volumes, published in both
English and Greek, aim to fill this lacuna in the scholarship. In particular,
these accounts begin with the relatively earlier I Elliniki Epanastasi tou
1821: Ena evropaiko gegonos [ The Greek Revolution of 1821: A European Event],
edited by Petros Pizanias, and end with the most recent publication that
was edited by Yianni Cartledge and Andrekos Varnava, focusing on new
perspectives on the Greek War of Independence.”

The contributors to these volumes examine various aspects of the
military, political, social, and economic events of the 1821 Revolution,
situating the Greek War of Independence within the broader Greek and
European contexts. Additionally, some of the contributors introduce
fresh approaches to the Ottoman responses against the rebellion, examin-
ing the Sublime Porte’s reactions, the measures taken for the restoration
of order in the war-torn imperial domains and the migrations and reset-
tlement of Muslims during the Revolution and after the establishment of
the Greek Kingdom.
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Revolution’s Transformative Impact on the Greeks

The second bibliographical trend examines the political, social, economic,
cultural, and institutional transformations that have occurred within the
“Greek national framework.” Aristides Hatzis, in his work O endoxoteros
agonas: I Elliniki Epanastasi tou 1821 [The Noblest Cause: The Greek Revolution
of 1821],® gives prominence to the important role of the “pencil-pushers”
in the eruption of the Revolution, underscoring the importance of the
diffusion of liberal ideas among certain revolutionary Greek individuals,
and perceives the Revolution as a complete rupture from the past, not
only militarily but also spiritually, politically, and ideologically.

However, the author resorts to a selective reading of the available
sources to enhance his arguments. He overlooks crucial factors, such
as the difficulties concerning the familiarization of the Empire’s Greek
Orthodox subjects with the concept of nationalism and the diffusion of
the modernist ideas among the Orthodox strata, given the illiteracy of
the majority of the population. Consequently, treating liberalism as a
panacea to explain the bolstering of new identities and the rupture from
the past is not a sufficient explanatory tool on its own. With these consid-
erations in mind, researchers have to provide a more accurate overview
of these issues based on concrete theoretical approaches and conceptual
frameworks.’

Simos Bozikis, in his pioneering work Elliniki Epanastasi kai dimosia
oikonomia: H sygrotisi tou ellinikou ethnikou kratous [The Greek Revolution
and Public Finances: The Greek State-Building], reshapes our understand-
ing of the economy of the Revolution, analyzing the fiscal institutions,
practices, and functions in the public economic sphere during wartime.
The author convincingly concludes that the formation and function of
modern state institutions started from the inception of the Revolution
and then intensified during the years of the Kapodistrian government
(1828-1831).

Thanasis Barlagiannis focuses on the health consequences of the
Revolution and the relative sufferings of the populations, explains the
evolution of military medicine and its function as an instrument for disci-
plining the fighting Greek rebels, and examines the mechanisms of medi-
cal care for impoverished populations.!® Thus, he lays the groundwork
for the establishment of Greek public health during wartime.

Vaso Seirinidou examines the landscape of interpersonal violence
and crime as it intersected with the emergence of police and criminal
justice institutions in revolutionary Greece. Seirinidou argues that the
general insecurity after the eruption of the Revolution created not only
a new environment of crime but also an enhanced demand for safety
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among the local Greek population, leading to the formation of the judicial
institutions of the emerging state.!!

Olga Katsiardi-Hering and Dimitrios Kontogeorgis examine the role
of the Austrian naval force during the Greek War of Independence.
The outburst of the Greek Revolution and the clashes it led to at sea
threatened the Austrian maritime trade, which had been flourishing
since the late eighteenth century, especially after the decline and fall of
the Venetian Republic (1797). The authors highlight the frequently over-
looked maritime and diplomatic factors that impacted Austria’s interests
in the Eastern Mediterranean and analyze the operations of an Austrian
naval flotilla in the Levant, focusing on safeguarding shipping interests
and preserving neutrality amid the increasing activities of the Greek
naval forces. To achieve this, the authors conducted meticulous research
on vast archive material in various locations, which is an extraordinary
feat.12 Other authors contributed to the renewal of the historiography on
the Greek Revolution, discussing subjects such as the role of women in
the Greek War of Independence,'® the formation, members, and activities
of Philiki Etairia,'* and other lesser-known aspects of this event.

The Greek Revolution was a perplexing historical process, which con-
tained a concrete ideological background, transnational and transimperial
interactions, pre-organized actions, and national aspirations accompa-
nied by the dynamics of contrasting tendencies, including parameters not
anticipated, the accidental and the subjective. All the above-mentioned
path-breaking accounts shed light on the evolution from the Rum iden-
tity to that of the Greek subject/citizen, explain the arduous transition
from empire to nation-state, and enhance our understanding about the
nation- and state-building processes, and the institutional formation of
the emerging Greek state.

Despite the unquestionable progress in our understanding of the Greek
Revolution, academic research must focus on and illuminate hitherto
unexplored or little-known aspects of the Greek War of Independence.
The displacement of populations in present-day southern Greece result-
ing from a prolonged war period, the settlement policies, the dismantling
of the communities and their transformation from an imperial ethno-
religious community to a minority inside the territory of a nation state,
the formation of duly constituted authorities for the election of delegates
who experimented with new forms of constitutional governments, and
the re-examination of the state-building process in the Kingdom of Greece
after its establishment in 1832 through the lens of Cameralism'® are just
some of the aspects that require further investigation.
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The Ottoman Context

The renewed interest in the Greek War of Independence prompted many
historians of the Ottoman Empire, primarily Turkish and Greek histori-
ans, to examine the Greek Revolution within its imperial context, beyond
the framework of national historiographies. Against this backdrop,
two monumental studies emerged to provide access to the language
of Ottoman documents concerning Ottoman responses to the Greek
Revolution. Siikrii Ilicak provides the transliteration and English transla-
tion of hundreds of selected documents related to the quelling of the
revolt.!® In the same vein, Elias Kolovos, Siikrii Ilicak, and Mohammad
Shariat Panahi published in Greek translation numerous imperial decrees
issued by Mahmud II. In addition, they provided an extended introduc-
tion to the content of this archival material, comparing it to the Greek
sources.'” The importance of these studies lies, among other things, in the
fact that they introduce the greater public to an archival source that will
serve as a source of inspiration for further research and new findings by
scholars who have no access to Ottoman primary sources. The documents
compiled during the turbulent years of the Greek Revolution reflect the
imperial responses to the insurgency of their subjects, the vocabularies
adopted to make sense of the rebellion, and the military mobilization to
suppress the aspirations of the Greeks.

Several scholars investigated the Ottoman attempts to interpret the
reasons that triggered the “sedition” or the “mischievous treachery”
(fesad) of their subjects. They examined the terminology used in contem-
porary accounts by the Porte’s chroniclers and archival material produced
during the 1820s to explore how Sultan Mahmud II, the central state elite,
and the imperial intelligentsia interpreted the Greek rebellion.!® The fact
that the Ottomans emphasized the religious dimension of the “sedition”?
of their Greek Orthodox subjects, and the suggestion that they were
unable to understand the national aspirations and motives that were seen
in the declarations and the other confiscated documents of the leaders of
the Greek Revolution, generated among scholars a debate concerning the
intellectual boundaries and the acquaintance of the Ottomans with the
modernist ideas of the French Revolution.?

The expansion of research over a longer period will provide more
accurate conclusions in this aspect. For example, from the sixteenth
century onwards, the Ottoman bureaucracy had generated a discur-
sive strategy, by employing the terms “fesad” (mischievous treachery,
corruption, decay, decomposition) and “miifsid” (evildoer/villain) to
describe the insurgents and/or individuals who had committed common
crimes. The imperial elites kept on employing this terminology against
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individuals who threatened the integrity of the state until the collapse of
the Empire. Tlkay Y1lmaz argues that during the Hamidian era anarchism,
and especially propaganda by deed, occupied a central stage in imperial
politics. The response of the Ottoman state was to increase the surveil-
lance of the population and cooperate with the similarly distressed states
of the West in “saving humanity from the menace.”?' Despite the fact
that the Ottomans were aware of the ideology of anarchism, they defined
this ideological current as “fesad.” During the same period the imperial
bureaucracy expanded this pejorative generalization against Armenian
and Bulgarian nationalists. This was a deliberate choice aimed at the
otherization and the depoliticization of actions that were perceived as a
threat for the Ottoman state.??

Back in the 1820s, the examination of contemporary sources reveals
that the central state elite labeled the Greek rebels as “brigands and
bandits” (izbdndit and eskiyd) and their rebellion as fesdd, “provocation”
(fitne), “betrayal” (ihdnet), and “sedition” (isydn).” The investigation of
these terms in longue durée could lead us to more sustainable explanations
about the Ottoman perceptions of the Greek War of Independence, the
unwillingness of the imperial authorities to recognize the rebels as legiti-
mate belligerents or independent, and the changing Ottoman perception
of sovereignty.?*

Recent scholarship has also shown the efforts of Mahmud II and
the high-ranking bureaucrats to quell the rebellion and restore order.
The authors of these works explore the Ottoman responses to Greek
insurgency, emphasizing the military mobilization of the imperial army
and the array of measures for the surveillance of non-Muslim subjects.
From the late eighteenth century onwards, security concerns led Sultan
Selim III to introduce strict measures in order to safeguard the secu-
rity of the imperial capital against potentially dangerous groups. These
measures included the investigation of inns, the confiscation of arms,
and the imposition of travel bans.*® The Greek Revolution inevitably
intensified such concerns because the Greek Orthodox populations were
numerous in the core areas of the empire. In light of this understanding,
the Ottoman authorities adopted new measures to secure the safety of
Istanbul, including the introduction of an internal passport and a census,
to render the empire’s entire population more legible and controllable.?
Scholars from various disciplines should examine whether and to what
extent the introduction of these measures affected the state-building pro-
cess during the nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire.

The policing measures were accompanied by executions and exiles
of the most influential figures of the Rum milleti, that is, the members of
the Phanariot households and the high-ranking clergymen. According
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to the Ottoman perceptions, these dignitaries were the real culprits of
the sedition, who seduced the “naive” reayas. The adoption of this nar-
rative mirrors the perceptions of imperial elites about themselves and
the “common folk”: the commoners were likened to children, incapa-
ble of making sound decisions and easily deceived (igfal) by various
crooks. Ignorance was being equated with sedition. Thus, the elites had
not only to offer their “internal” guidance but also to eliminate the “evil-
doers who seduced the ignorant people.”?” Christine Philliou narrates the
subsequent “unraveling” of the Phanariot system during the 1820s and
explains the incentives that led to the execution of Gregory V, Patriarch of
Constantinople, and the elimination of numerous prelates.?®

When these measures proved to be insufficient to put down the rebel-
lion, the imperial authorities called for Islamic communal solidarity and
aimed at arousing Islamic zeal against the “infidels.” Siikrii Ilicak has
demonstrated that Mahmud II employed a religious language influenced
by the Ibn Khaldunian cyclical theory on the rise and fall of sovereigns,
in order to mobilize Muslim civilians.? However, Ejder Okumus argues
that the application of Ibn Khaldun’s ideas was not confined to the tur-
bulent years of the Greek Revolution. On the contrary, it was a popular
maneuver of the Ottoman elites to mobilize the masses whenever the
state and the dynasty (din ii devlet) were in danger.*

Additionally, recent accounts have shown that the imperial authorities
interchangeably used coercive violence and the application of the istima-
let policy for the restoration of order. This strategy consisted of granting
privileges and incentives to Muslims and non-Muslims or even to state
officials. The aim was to keep state officials satisfied, encouraging the zeal
of the military and providing incentives for the loyalty of the reayas to the
Exalted State. During the Greek Revolution istimalet included pardons,
amnesty, and tax exemptions for those who would abstain from acts
of disobedience and accept the Sultan as their legitimate sovereign.?!
Nonetheless, istimalet was not a “carrot and stick policy” of concessions
and economic benefits because this approach implies that the Ottoman
rulers, in utilizing this policy, consciously tried to deceive their subjects.
Thus, we have to re-evaluate istimalet as a policy of reconciliation, which
demands a mutual agreement between the ruler and its subjects.>?

The examination of the Greek War of Independence encompasses the
impact of the establishment of the independent Greek Kingdom on the
imperial framework, the Ottoman efforts to consolidate the social and
political foundations of the state and secure its territorial integrity, and
the rapprochement with the Christian subjects of the Sultan.*

Yet, we must note that the majority of scholars have focused their
research on the reactions of the Sultan, the central state elite, and the
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provincial governors of the regions granted to the independent Greek
state—overlooking the consequences of the war in the “Ottoman
periphery.”

However, in the central Ottoman archives there are vast numbers
of documents on the Greek Revolution. Hakan Erdem claims that only
10 percent of the over 50,000 catalog entries in one classification, that
is, the hatt-1 humayun (imperial decrees), are related to the Greek War
of Independence. The examination of this material in conjunction with
the study of sources in other languages will broaden our understanding
about the Ottoman view of the Greek Revolution and the impact not only
in the imperial capital but also in other “remoted” Ottoman provinces.

The Transnational Dimension of the Greek Revolution

The study of the empires is flourishing. According to Krishan Kumar,
manifold reasons have triggered this. The great European empires col-
lapsed during the 1960s, and these political entities are now sufficiently
distant in time to be the subject of relatively dispassionate research. It
may also be an indication that many people are no longer convinced
that the nation state is the best or only political form to confront con-
temporary and future challenges. Global conflicts appear to necessitate
global solutions, which can be achieved through nations acting in con-
cert. Additionally, economic, cultural, and technological globalization,
as well as the emergence of multicultural societies resulting from global
migration trends, calls for cross-national cooperation, thinking, and regu-
lation. Empires are not, of course, seen as the solution, but their study
may reveal something of the mechanisms for managing difference and
diversity over large areas.*

In light of these developments, in recent decades innovative studies
have breathed new life into the field of imperial history. One of the con-
temporary scholars who attempted to revisit the dominance of the tradi-
tional framework among historians is Jiirgen Osterhammel. As he pointed
out, the nineteenth century was not the age of nation states but the age of
empires and nationalism. He described three different types of formation
of nation states in the nineteenth century, arguing that nation states came
into being through: (a) revolutionary independence, (b) hegemonic unifi-
cation, and (c) evolution toward autonomy.*®> Osterhammel characterizes
Greece “as the only new state with origins in an empire,” and he observes
that Greece achieved independence through revolution, after the upris-
ing of indigenous forces, assisted by European philhellenic movements
and by a naval intervention on the part of Britain, Russia, and France.?
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Similarly, several scholars have focused on the projects of building
nations in the imperial metropolis, aiming to preserve and extend, rather
than dissolve, empires or transform entire empires into nation states.?”
This process facilitated the entry of Ottoman history into the discourse
of comparative history, thereby allowing communication across ethnic,
national, civilizational, and continental divides. Even though present-
day historiography of the Ottoman Empire continues to highlight the
particularism and oddities of the Ottoman realm, this process has ena-
bled communication across these divides.?®

A further result of the renewed interest concerning the study of imperial
history has been the emergence of various accounts of Austro—Russian—
Ottoman politics, which offer new frameworks for understanding the
relations between and among these states. Similarly, Ottoman-Safavid/
Sunni-Shiite contestations and borderlands have also been receiving
their long-deserved attention, while the European—Ottoman entangle-
ment is significantly more complex and multifaceted across disciplines
than it once was.*

Research has also been focusing on the relations between the Ottoman
Empire and the Great Powers following the Greek Revolution. Based
on hitherto unpublished Ottoman archival material, scholars have
examined the Sublime Porte’s attempts in the 1820s to prevent the Great
Power intervention—allegedly for humanitarian reasons—and restore
the reputation and image of the Empire, which the European imagination
depicted as a realm of “barbarism,” “backwardness,” and “despotism”
based on the massacres of Christians, especially those on Chios Island.*

The booming of imperial history has also prompted the turn to the
study of transnational and transimperial history. One of the reasons
behind this trend is that the history of empires has, for the most part,
remained nationalized. According to Daniel Hedinger and Nadin Heé,
“Since transnational history, global history, postcolonial studies and new
imperial history all offer an abundance of tools to tear down imperial
borders and deconstruct nationalized narratives, the moment seems to
have come for a shift, namely for what we call a transimperial approach
to imperial history.’”“ Thus, the inclusion of “marginalized” empires
offers a way to overcome the west-centrism of the study of empires.

Against this backdrop, the economic, political, social, judicial, and
cultural history of the Ottoman state is re-examined through the lens
of transnational and transimperial history, that is, the investigation of
a set of comparisons, connections, and contiguities between different
imperial constituencies. Innovative approaches have sought to situate
the Greek War of Independence within the historiographical concept of
the “Age of Revolutions,” alongside the diffusion of liberal ideas and
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democracy in the Mediterranean and the globe as a by-product of these
revolutions.*

In this connection, the collective volume Valkanikes Anagnoseis tou
1821 [The Balkan Dimensions of the Revolution of 1821], edited by Andreas
Lymberatos,* explores the contemporary Balkan-wide dimensions of
the Greek Revolution in the literature of the Balkan nation states. The
volume investigates the ideological use of the 1821 Revolution in the
historiography of the Balkan states and underscores their importance for
the construction of images of the Other(s) in the political conjecture of the
longue durée of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Another two note-
worthy pieces of research are Ada Dialla’s exploration of the entangled
presence of the Russian Empire in the Mediterranean and its place in the
transimperial and transnational history,* and Antonis Hadjikyriacou’s
investigation of local politics and economy in Cyprus within a changing
Mediterranean milieu in the Age of Revolutions.®

These pioneering studies offer an indisputable contribution to our
understanding of imperial history. Yet the examination of the Greek
Revolution in its Ottoman and global contexts requires the study of
topics that are rarely addressed in the relevant literature, such as issues
of imperial cooperation and competition, transimperial conflicts, intra-
imperial and local collaboration and/or rivalries, anti-revolutionary
policing, humanitarian interventions, international and maritime law,
the establishment of international institutions, and, obviously, the
Ottoman political context. These necessitate the ability to access sources
produced in various Ottoman languages, including Ottoman Turkish,
Greek, Serbian, Bulgarian, Arabic, and others. This last prerequisite has
rendered the majority of the relative accounts only partly successful due
to their “deficient” approach to the Ottoman “peculiarity” and the inabil-
ity of their authors to access major Ottoman sources. This disadvantage
led the “transimperial history scholars” who base their research in non-
Ottoman sources on conceptual misunderstandings and interpretation of
the Ottoman “realities” —terms, notions, ideas, and political and social
frameworks—according to Western standards.*¢

The present edited volume seeks to shed light on understudied aspects
of the Greek Revolution. It also aspires to place the Greek Revolution
within both an Ottoman and a European context, as well as a larger
historical and historiographical context, in order to contribute to the dis-
cussion of how the Greek War of Independence and its various narrations
affected the emergence of a putatively new world. Furthermore, one of
the goals of the book is to pinpoint the impact it had on diverse spaces in
the Balkans, Europe, and Asia, since the repercussions of the secessionist
Revolutions were perceived in various ways in and beyond the imperial
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territories. Finally, while the collection of essays moves beyond an eth-
nocentric understanding of the Greek Revolution, we aim at providing
a balanced account between “non-exceptionalism” and emphasizing
the particularities of the Greek Revolution. We hope that this collective
endeavor, despite its limitations, will fuel interest to further explore more
overlooked aspects of the Greek Revolution and its implications in the
Ottoman world and beyond.

Structure of the Book

The book is structured into three main parts: (a) Historiographical
Approaches of the Greek Revolution, (b) The Greek Revolution in the
Ottoman Context, and (c) The Global Impact of the Greek Revolution.

The first section comprises four chapters that explore the historio-
graphical traditions, interpretations, and evolving narratives surround-
ing the Greek Revolution. The first chapter, authored by Leonidas Moiras
and Alexandros Lamprou, examines the perceptions and responses to
the 1821 Greek Revolution in Ottoman and Turkish historiography,
particularly in relation to the emergence of Greek irredentism during
the nineteenth century. Drawing upon a wide array of sources—from
chronicles of the Porte to archival material produced during the War
of Independence—the authors analyze the Ottoman efforts to interpret
the causes of what they termed “sedition,” as well as their attempts to
suppress the uprising and restore imperial order. Following the establish-
ment of the independent Greek Kingdom in 1830, the Ottoman ruling
class initiated a broad reform program aimed at reintegrating Christian
subjects into the imperial system, curbing the spread of nationalism, and
promoting loyalty among non-Muslim populations to the Ottoman state.
Against this backdrop, the authors contextualize the formation of the
Greek nation and the development of irredentist ideologies throughout
the longue durée of the nineteenth century. In their examination of the
Republican era, Moiras and Lamprou highlight the marginal role the Greek
Revolution occupies within Turkish nationalist historiography. Original
scholarly inquiry into the Revolution emerged only in the 1990s, with ear-
lier narratives relying heavily on Ottoman chroniclers. Although recent
decades have witnessed increased engagement with primary sources, the
dominant historiographical approach in Turkey remains state-centric and
top-down, often framed within the dichotomy of a national “we” versus
“them.” A minority of internationally trained Turkish scholars, however,
have begun to reframe the Revolution as an Ottoman event, challenging
the constraints of traditional nation-state historiography.
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In the second chapter, Nikos Christofis turns to the Ottoman periph-
ery, focusing on Cyprus. He investigates two pivotal events: the July
1821 executions of high-ranking Christian clergy and dignitaries, and the
participation of Cypriots in the Greek Revolution. Christofis reconstructs
the historiographical traditions that developed around these events and
analyzes how successive generations of historians shaped dominant
historical narratives in Cyprus. He further demonstrates how these nar-
ratives were mobilized by political forces within the Greek Cypriot com-
munity from the nineteenth century to the present.

In the third chapter, Elias Skoulidas addresses the construction of the
Greek identity within the Albanian diaspora, both inside and beyond the
Ottoman Empire. He explores prevalent stereotypes in Albanian narra-
tives and examines how the representation of Greeks —whether positive,
negative, or neutral —contributed to processes of “social engineering”
and identity formation.

The final chapter in this section, by Dimitris Stamatopoulos, inter-
rogates the role of elites in the historiography of the Greek Revolution.
He argues that understanding internal elite conflicts —particularly those
with strong political or ideological dimensions—requires examining how
partial or factional interests were transformed into instruments of politi-
cal hegemony.

The second section repositions the Greek Revolution within the
broader framework of the Ottoman Empire. With that in mind, Erik-
Jan Ziircher opens the section by interpreting the 1821 Revolution as
the first nationalist uprising within the Ottoman Empire, compelling the
state to confront fundamental issues regarding its relationship with its
subjects. Employing the framework of defensive modernization, Ziircher
assesses how the Revolution—and subsequent uprisings—prompted
reforms, especially within the Ottoman military. Unlike European con-
script armies, which often served as “schools of the nation,” the Ottoman
army remained exclusively Muslim, with Christians, including Greeks,
excluded and subjected to exemption taxes. As such, the Ottoman military
could not serve as a vehicle for national integration akin to its European
counterparts.

Panos Kourgiotis follows with an analysis of the Greek Revolution
through the geopolitical aspirations of the nascent Egyptian state. He
reinterprets Ibrahim Pasha’s campaign in the Morea (1824-1828) not as
merely an effort to quell the Greek rebellion but as part of Muhammad
Ali’s broader nation-building project in Egypt. This chapter argues that
the Egyptian expedition marked the transformation of an Ottoman wildya
into a quasi-autonomous entity, driven by reformist ambitions modeled
on European statecraft.
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Hilal Cemile Tiimer contributes the final chapter of this section,
focusing on migration patterns in the Aegean region and the Moreot
diaspora. She explores how the establishment of the Greek nation
state transformed patterns of population movement. Initially a case of
internal displacement within the Ottoman Empire, the Moreot exodus
evolved into a form of international migration. Tumer presents this phe-
nomenon as an early example of modern mass migration, shaped by
emerging concepts of nationalism, community identity, and institutional
reform.

The final section examines the global reverberations of the Greek
Revolution across a diverse range of geopolitical contexts. It opens with
Elmira Vassileva analyzing the role of American Protestant missions
during the Revolution. American missionaries viewed the conflict as
both a religious and ideological opportunity, aligning it with their own
revolutionary heritage and interpreting it as part of a broader struggle
between Christianity and Islam. Their efforts included the establishment
of educational institutions and the dissemination of religious literature.
However, the missionaries underestimated both Greek nationalism and
the entrenched authority of the Orthodox Church, which ultimately redi-
rected their efforts away from religious reform toward other areas.

Ada Dialla’s chapter traces the influence of the Greek Revolution on
Russian liberalism, particularly the Decembrist movement. Drawing on
the post-Napoleonic intellectual climate, she highlights how Russian
elites engaged with the Revolution as part of a broader South European
liberal current. These Russian liberals adopted internationalist perspec-
tives, embraced revolutionary ideals, and positioned the Greek struggle
within the wider European and Ottoman political context.

Christos Aliprantis employs a rich collection of primary sources from
Austria, Italy, the Czech lands, and Greece to examine the surveillance
practices of the Habsburg state toward the Greek population. He traces
the origins of Austrian policing efforts from the late 1790s through the
late 1820s, situating them within a broader European concern with revo-
lutionary movements. Aliprantis argues that Austrian oversight of the
Greek diaspora offers valuable insight into continental security mecha-
nisms during the Age of Revolutions.

Mohammed Shariat-Panahi shifts the focus to the Ottoman-Iranian
frontier, exploring the outbreak of the 1821 Ottoman—Iranian war. Despite
calls for Islamic unity in the face of Russian encroachment, coopera-
tion between the Ottoman and Iranian empires proved elusive. Instead,
the conflict diverted Ottoman military resources eastward at a critical
juncture, indirectly facilitating the success of the Greek Revolution by
limiting the Empire’s capacity to respond effectively in the Balkans.
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The final chapter, by Egas Bender de Moniz Bandeira, examines the
reception of the Greek Revolution in China. He illustrates how Chinese
intellectuals drew parallels between Ottoman rule in Greece and Manchu
rule in Qing China. In this view, the Greek struggle served as both an
inspiration for revolutionary action and a cautionary tale about national
fragmentation. Translations of works such as Lord Byron’s The Isles of
Greece reflect these dual interpretations. While early Chinese reformers
saw the Greek example as a model for liberation, later thinkers, amid
fears of territorial disintegration, came to view it as a negative precedent
to be avoided.
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Balkan nationalisms, Ottoman westernization, and the Greek Revolution
of 1821.

Nikos Christofis is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Language
and Intercultural Studies at the University of Thessaly, Greece. He also
serves as an adjunct lecturer at the Hellenic Open University and is an
affiliated researcher at the Netherlands Institute at Athens (NIA). His
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