
CHAPTER 4

Transgender History 
in the United States and 
the Places That Matter

H  Susan Stryker

The word “transgender” fi rst appeared in print in American English in 
1965, and entered widespread use only in the 1990s.1 Thus, it might 
seem to name a relatively recent phenomenon without much of a his-
tory—one that has had scant time to leave many traces in the built envi-
ronment or inhabited landscape. In most respects, “transgender” is just 
today’s term for referring to the ways people can live lives that depart 
from the conventional patterns according to which all bodies are as-
signed a sex at birth (male or female) and enrolled in a social gender (girl 
or boy), form gendered personalities (subjective feelings of being a man 
or a woman or something else), and come to occupy the social and 
kinship roles considered normal for people assigned to their particular 
birth-sex (for example, becoming a wife or father). In departing from 
these conventional patterns, such people cross over (trans-) the gender 
categories that organize the historically specifi c ways we all imagine 
ourselves to be the particular kind of persons that we are. Such “gender 
variance” is a common feature in human cultures. It seems that how-
ever a given culture constructs its typical ways of being a person, some 
members of that culture do it diff erently, for whatever reason.2

Diff erent cultures deal with gender variance diff erently.3 Over the 
past few hundred years, gender variance in societies of Western Eu-
ropean origin, including dominant U.S. culture, has most often been 
understood as something antisocial, sinful, criminal, or psychopatho-
logical—and thus in need of correction. People with what we might 
now call transgender feelings about themselves have often resisted 
the moral, legal, and medical characterizations of their lives that have 
resulted in their social oppression. At the same time, they often have 
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sought to be recognized legally and socially as the kind of gendered 
person they consider themselves to be, and may also have sought med-
ical treatment or psychotherapeutic support for expressing their gender. 
Since the nineteenth century, the struggles of such people have formed 
one thread in the larger historical tapestry of identity-based social 
movements that have sought to better the conditions of life for people 
in marginalized minority communities in the United States. Transgender 
social history has defi nitely left its mark on America, and these stories 
are increasingly coming to the public’s attention. As the title of a 2016 
web-based series of trans-history mini-documentaries puts it, “We’ve 
Been Around.”4 Place-based history can satisfy a need felt by contem-
porary transgender people hungry to see themselves refl ected back 
from their social and physical environments, while at the same time 
performing an important pedagogical function for others to the degree 
that it un-erases the actual, persistent, and longstanding presence of 
gender-variant people in the world.

Prior to European colonization, and continuing until the present 
day, many cultures indigenous to North America have organized gen-
der, sexuality, and social roles quite diff erently than settler societies of 
modern European origin.5 Transgender histories in the United States, 
like the broader national histories of which they form a part, originate in 
colonial contact zones where members of the arriving culture encoun-
tered kinds of people it struggled to comprehend. This is not to say that 
such indigenous persons can or should be slotted into a contemporary 
“transgender” category, but to note that Eurocentric notions of trans-
gender are inextricably caught up in colonial practices for the manage-
ment of cultural diff erence. Important sites for transgender history thus 
include places where soldiers, missionaries, and settlers encountered 
indigenous practices that did not align with their own sense of proper 
expressions of gender and sexuality.

In the fi rst published narrative of European exploration in what is 
now the United States, Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, writing of his over-
land journey from what is now southeastern Texas to Mexico City be-
tween 1527 and 1536, described encounters with apparent males who 
lived and worked as women, whom he called hombres amarionados 
impotente (impotent eff eminate men). Jacques Marquette, the fi rst Eu-
ropean known to have visited the Upper Mississippi, observed “men 
who do everything women do” in his travels in what is now Illinois, 
between 1673 and 1677.6 Relatedly, indigenous scholar Deborah Miranda 
(Esselen and Chumash) characterizes as “gendercide” the compulsory 
regendering, or outright extermination, of indigenous persons at Span-
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ish missions in California and the Southwest who did not conform to 
Eurocentric ideas of proper gendered personhood.7

While such encounters left no physical landmarks, interpretive sig-
nage and other explanatory text on websites and in visitor centers de-
voted to historic trails and early colonial sites could describe European 
perceptions of gender variance, and note that the perception of gender 
variance in indigenous cultures typically functioned as a justifi cation 
for colonization: i.e., that gender-variant people and the societies that 
tolerated them were worthy of death, in need of salvation, or unfi t to 
occupy the land.8 Similarly, interpretive materials could also incorporate 
indigenous worldviews local to that place that demonstrate how “gen-
der” was—and still can be—conceptualized diff erently than it currently 
is in the dominant settler society.

Looking at the lives of transgender, transsexual, cross-dressing, and 
gender-variant individuals and groups reveals the geographical dimen-
sion of American transgender history, documenting how they transpired 
within the main currents of Euro-American society. Cases involving 
gender-variant people are present in some of the earliest legal records 
of the Anglo-American colonies. In 1629, the Virginia Court in James-
town heard testimony to decide the fate of one Thomas or Thomasine 
Hall, apparently an individual born with physically ambiguous genita-
lia who lived as both a man and a woman at diff erent periods of life. 
Raised in England as a girl, Hall presented as a man to become a sailor, 
presented again as a woman to work as a lacemaker, and eventually be-
came an indentured servant in Virginia as a man. Hall ran afoul of com-
munity norms there when they started dressing again in feminine attire. 
Accused of performing an illicit sexual act with a female servant, the 
question before the Virginia Court was to determine whether Hall was 
male, and therefore guilty of fornication, or female, and therefore guilty 
of no crime, given that sexual activity between women was considered 
physically impossible. Remarkably, the court accepted Hall’s claim to be 
both a man and a woman, and ordered them to wear a mix of men’s 
and women’s clothing.9 It is unknown whether Hall, who seems to have 
died a few years later, complied, but their case highlights the degree to 
which law—which varied from place to place—played a central role in 
shaping the contours of gender-variant lives from the earliest days of 
North America’s colonization.

In 1652, Joseph Davis of Haverhill, Massachusetts, was presented 
to the Court of Strawberry Banke (Portsmouth, New Hampshire) and 
charged with “putting on women’s apparel and going from house to 
house in the night time with a female.”10 In 1677, Dorothie Hoyt of Essex 
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County, Massachusetts, was summoned to the Salem Court “for put-
ting on man’s apparel;” Hoyt failed to appear, having “gone out of the 
county.” These and other such cases, such as Mary Henly’s appearance 
in the Middlesex County Court in 1692 to face a charge of wearing men’s 
clothing, undoubtedly contributed to Massachusetts Bay Colony’s pas-
sage of an anti-cross-dressing law in 1696.11 Of signifi cance here is the 
kind of spaces and institutions within which gender-variant people be-
come visible in the colonial period: primarily in courts, attesting to the 
perception of gender-variant practices as problems of social order. Such 
lives leave traces on the physical and social landscape, shaping the laws 
and spaces designed to regulate gender and sexuality.

It is often not possible to determine what motivated the behavior 
of people who entered the historical record centuries ago for wearing 
clothing not typically worn by people of their apparent sex. Sometimes 
the reasons have nothing to do with how we now typically understand 
transgender identity. In 1776, a person formerly known as Jemima 
Wilkinson, from a prominent Rhode Island Quaker merchant family, be-
came seriously ill during a typhoid epidemic. To the astonishment of 
friends and family who had gathered around Wilkinson’s deathbed, the 
comatose body suddenly became conscious, announced that Wilkinson 
had died and gone to heaven, and that it was now the corporeal vessel 
of an ungendered celestial entity known as the Comforter, or Publick 
Universal Friend. The Friend, who never wavered in their supernatural 
identity claims, thereafter asked to be addressed by the universal mas-
culine pronoun he rather than the specifi cally feminine she, adopted a 
uniquely androgynous manner of dress, refused typically female kin-
ship roles, rejected marriage, and set out on a decades-long ministry 
to proclaim the coming Kingdom of God on Earth, where gender and 
racial distinctions would be abolished, just as they were in heaven. In 
the 1790s, on the shores of Keuka Lake in Upstate New York, the Friend’s 
followers eventually built a separatist religious community they named 
Jerusalem. The community’s buildings, whose architecture refl ected the 
celibate and communal lifestyle of its adherents (and thus their atypical 
ideas about gender and sexuality), are still extant, and many are regis-
tered historic sites in Yates County, New York. The “Jemima Wilkinson 
House” listing on the National Register of Historic Places uses feminine 
pronouns for the Friend, erasing the actual, historically existing manner 
in which he understood himself and was accepted by his community 
of believers.12

It would be remiss to interpret the perception of cross-dressing by 
others as an expression of transgender identifi cation by the person thus 
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dressed. Deborah Sampson, for example, born 17 December 1760 in 
Plympton, Plymouth County, Massachusetts, assumed the identity of 
Robert Shurtleff  to enlist in the Continental Army, Fourth Massachusetts 
Regiment. She participated in combat and was wounded in battle, but 
treated her wound herself to keep her anatomy a secret, resulting in 
life-long disability. After the war, she resumed life as a woman, married, 
mothered children, lectured publicly on her years passing as a man, 
and eventually received a government pension as a veteran of the Rev-
olutionary War. While she certainly engaged in transgender practices 
during one period of her life in order to participate in activities denied 
to women, there is little evidence she expressed a transgender identity. 
That she cross-dressed only temporarily, and did not ultimately chal-
lenge the stability of gender categorization, goes a long way toward 
explaining how Sampson could be celebrated as a heroine in her own 
day and remembered positively in the present.13 At the same time, the 
need to maintain her temporary presentation as a man in order to work 
as a soldier cost her the full use of one leg, while the discovery of her fe-
male anatomy jeopardized her eligibility for a pension because women 
were excluded from military service. In other words, Sampson paid a 
price for crossing the gender binary, whether or not she identifi ed as 
transgender.

Sampson’s story contrasts that of Albert Cashier, an Irish immigrant 
given the name Jennie Hodgers at birth, who saw combat in the Civil 
War as a member of the 95th Illinois Infantry. Cashier had been sent 
out by his impoverished parents to work as a boy from an early age. 
Masculinity seems to have suited him. He changed his name and con-
tinued living as a man upon arrival in the United States in 1862. Af-
ter being honorably discharged at the end of the war, Cashier went on 
living as a man without incident in the small town of Saunemin, Illi-
nois, where he worked as a farmhand and jack-of-all-trades. In 1910, 
Cashier’s employer accidently hit him with a car, badly breaking his leg, 
whereupon the employer arranged for Cashier’s admission to the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Home in Quincy, Illinois. By now an old man, Cashier 
developed dementia and needed to be moved to the Watertown State 
Hospital, where his biological sex was discovered.14 No longer able to 
assert his sense of being a man, the staff  dressed Cashier in women’s 
clothes and housed him in the women’s ward. The federal government 
attempted to revoke his military pension, claiming fraud, until Cashier’s 
former infantry comrades rallied on his behalf and testifi ed about his 
commendable service. When he died in 1915, Cashier was buried back 
in Saunemin, under his male name and military rank. Although Cashier 
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has been characterized as a woman who went to war—and the name 
on his gravestone subsequently changed by well-intentioned but mis-
guided feminist historians—his persistent presentation as a man both 
before and after his military service suggests that it would be more ac-
curate to characterize Cashier as a transgender man. The persistence of 
his masculine presentation, his quiet insistence on it as a daily reality, is 
precisely what enabled the government to accuse him of fraud, of being 
someone other than he claimed to be.15 At a time when transgender 
people were only briefl y allowed to serve openly in the U.S. military, af-
ter their ability to serve was revoked by the Trump administration’s 2019 
ban, stories of long-gone transgender veterans like Cashier attest to the 
long historical persistence of seemingly quite contemporary transgen-
der social issues.16

Cashier’s story illustrates as well the ongoing importance for trans-
gender history of such built environments as cemeteries, care facili-
ties, mental hospitals, and prisons, which are often sex-segregated, or 
sex-specifi c. These physical institutions where practices of nonconsen-
sual gender ascription play themselves out can survive for decades or 
even centuries, compelling people with historically diff erent forms of 
identity and embodiment in the present to navigate spatially anach-
ronistic institutional forms. At the same time, it must be noted that 
sex-segregated institutions always faced challenges regarding people 
with discordant expressions of sex/gender. As early as 1799, for example, 
a person named Samuel (a.k.a. Sarah) Johnson “who had accustomed 
herself to wear men’s cloaths for several years” was discovered to be fe-
male after being arrested for housebreaking in Allegheny County, Penn-
sylvania, and sentenced to three years in Philadelphia’s Walnut Street 
Prison—the fi rst modern penitentiary. Johnson was incarcerated with 
women, but was allowed to continue dressing as a man.17

With the exception of the 1692 anti-cross-dressing law in Massa-
chusetts Bay Colony, the law took little note of people who crossed the 
gender binary until the middle of the nineteenth century. Starting in the 
1840s, a string of cities passed ordinances that forbade anyone from 
appearing in public “in a dress not belonging to his or her sex.”18 These 
cities included St. Louis (1843); Columbus, Ohio (1848); Chicago (1851); 
Wilmington, Delaware (1856); Springfi eld, Illinois (1856); Newark, New 
Jersey (1858); and Kansas City, Missouri (1860).19 These cities were all 
undergoing rapid economic and social transformation due to industri-
alization and the construction of new high-speed transportation infra-
structure such as railroads, canals, and the new national highway, and 
were experiencing a great infl ux of heterogeneous new residents with 
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few if any ties to the places they now found themselves living. Their 
anti-cross-dressing laws need to be understood as part of a broader 
context characterized by a preoccupation with immigration, class for-
mation, racial and ethnic identity, and voting rights—they were part of 
a more extensive project to sort, classify, and rank masses of people 
in an eff ort to grant or deny privilege or citizenship based on bodily 
characteristics and ancestry. They played a particularly important role 
in determining patterns of urban spatialization—designating some parts 
of the city appropriate for some people and activities, and other parts 
of the city off  limits. Through criminalization, they functioned to con-
fi ne public gender variance to “red light” or “tenderloin” districts that 
ghettoized and criminalized certain sexual behaviors or forms of gender 
expression, while constructing the rest of public space as compulsorily 
gender-normative. Transgender history is thus intimately related to the 
historical development of urban geography. The rise of North Ameri-
can cities introduced new means of spatial regulation of gender-diverse 
lives, as did the proliferation of institutions organized according to the 
principle of sex segregation.

The life of Joseph Lobdell, christened Lucy Ann at birth, ended in 
1912, at age eighty-three, in the Willard Asylum for the Chronic Insane in 
Ovid, New York.20 Born in 1829 on the outskirts of Albany, New York, and 
raised around Long Eddy in the Delaware River Valley, Lobdell rebelled 
against feminine expectations from an early age. Lobdell won fame as 
an excellent hunter and marksman, and published an autobiography 
that doubled as an impassioned feminist denunciation of inequality 
between the sexes. He changed name and gender presentation in his 
mid-twenties, lived in various locations on the western fringes of white 
settlement in Minnesota and western New York, and entered into a mar-
riage—a decades-long romantic, cohabiting relationship whose union 
was presided over by a justice of the peace—with Marie Louise Perry, 
who called Joseph her husband and herself his wife. Prone to episodes 
of mania by middle age, Lobdell’s siblings had him declared legally in-
sane, told Perry that he had died, and locked him away for the rest of his 
long life under his former name and gender.21 A psychiatrist’s report on 
Lobdell’s case, which emphasizes his physical sex rather than his gender 
identity—he told his doctor “I am a man in all that the name implies”—is 
among the earliest uses in the U.S. medical literature of the term lesbian, 
and exemplifi es a growing forensic interest in gender variance.22

Lobdell’s story represents two important trends in nineteenth-
century U.S. transgender history: the development of new medical and 
scientifi c ideas that increasingly reframed transgender behavior as ill-
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ness (discussed immediately below), and a relationship between gen-
der nonnormativity and westward migration (discussed further below). 
During the late nineteenth century, the fl edgling life sciences vastly 
expanded knowledge about basic biological processes, and medicine 
began to gain unprecedented social power. Some transgender people 
found ways of working within this emerging biomedical nexus, such 
as the early radiologist Alan Lucille Hart, a Stanford-educated doctor 
who began life with the name Alberta Lucille Hart. Hart used the eu-
genic argument that “inverts” such as himself should not be allowed to 
reproduce, and thereby was given a hysterectomy, making him the fi rst 
known person in the United States to request a surgical procedure for 
the purpose of expressing his gender identity diff erently (fi gure 4.1).23

Typically, this new medicolegal confi guration of power and knowl-
edge was harnessed to the task of shoring up legal distinctions between 
people in order to maintain hierarchies between races and sexes. It en-
abled arguments that blacks were biologically inferior to whites, and 
women inferior to men.24 People with transgender feelings increasingly 
became targets of medical intervention precisely because they repre-
sented problems of biopsychosocial classifi cation, as well as opportu-
nities for demonstrating the power of medicolegal and social-scientifi c 
knowledge. Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore played a central role 
in the development of these new conceptual frameworks starting in the 
nineteenth century. By the early twentieth century, its Brady Urological 
Clinic, under the direction of Hugh Hampton Young, became closely 
linked to the development of genital reconstructive surgeries, and it 
played a pioneering role in the development of endocrinology.25 Work-
ing there in the 1950s, Lawson Wilkins and his student John Money 
developed the modern treatment protocols for medically managing in-
tersex conditions. In later decades, as an extension of Money’s earlier 
work on intersex, Johns Hopkins became home to the fi rst clinical sur-
gical sex-reassignment program in the United States, in 1966.26

As discussed above, transgender expression signifi cantly predates 
its medicalization, and as Lobdell’s case makes clear, people who ex-
pressed their gender diff erently sometimes wound up on the margins of 
settler culture, both socially and geographically. Peter Boag has noted, 
in his history of gender variance in areas opened to settlement in North 
America from the 1850s forward, that “cross-dressers were not simply 
ubiquitous, but were very much part of daily life on the frontier and in 
the West.”27 The relative anonymity and transience that characterized 
mining camps, lumber towns, and new “instant cities” such as Denver 
and San Francisco proved fertile ground for people whose gender iden-
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Figure 4.1. The Selling Building, Portland, Oregon, ca. 1907–18. The medical 
offi  ce of Dr. J. Allen Gilbert was in this building. Dr. Gilbert was Dr. Alan 
Hart’s physician during his transition to male. Postcard courtesy of Megan E. 
Springate.
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tity or expression made geographical movement seem necessary or de-
sirable (and, not surprisingly, both Denver and San Francisco were places 
that instituted anti-cross-dressing laws in the mid-nineteenth century). 
Gender ambiguity was so prevalent during the California Gold Rush that 
one of the most popular souvenirs was a daguerreotype purporting to 
be of a “girl miner” dressed in male attire; that the androgynous fi gure 
later turned out be a long-haired young man named John Colton only 
highlights the extent to which gender ambiguity was a common feature 
in the settlement of the West.28

Moreover, the post–Civil War years witnessed a marked upsurge in 
cross-dressing within many forms of popular entertainment, with histo-
rians of the theater noting that cross-dressing stage performances were 
fi rst popularized by the so-called wench roles in blackface minstrelsy. 
Cross-dressing, particularly female-to-male cross-dressing, was also 
quite common in early cinema. Until the 1920s, theatrical and cinematic 
cross-dressing was typically considered “respectable” entertainment, 
and was not associated with social perceptions of “deviance.” Conse-
quently, the spectacle of cross-dressed bodies was a familiar sight on 
stage and screen, in theaters, vaudeville houses, and cinemas through-
out the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. While most of 
the entertainers working in this fi eld did not identify as some version of 
transgender, these forms of entertainment nevertheless provided rela-
tively safe havens and pockets of greater freedom for individuals who 
did.29

Gender variance played a diff erent role in the movements of com-
munities of color into the United States than it did for whites. Asian 
immigrants to the West Coast faced social conditions that cast them all 
as gender variant vis-à-vis white gender norms.30 The skewed sex ratios 
among Chinese immigrants—the female percentage of the total Chi-
nese population in the United States ranged between 3 and 7 percent in 
the second half of the nineteenth century—skewed white perceptions 
of Chinese gender roles and sexuality.31 White settlers in the West re-
peatedly commented on their inability to distinguish Chinese men and 
women, and disparagingly feminized Chinese men for wearing their 
hair in long queues and for performing labor, such as laundering, that 
was considered “women’s work” when done by whites.32 The celebrated 
Western writer Ambrose Bierce drew on these sociological conditions 
in his short story, “The Haunted Valley,” which appeared in Overland 
magazine in 1871. Bierce described an interracial love triangle transpir-
ing in the Sierra Nevada mother-lode country between two white men 
and a Chinese person named Ah Wee, who is initially understood to be 
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a man (thus imparting homoerotic overtones to the story), but is later 
revealed to be a woman who works as a man.33

Scholars of African-American slavery have noted that their enslave-
ment involved a stripping away of many elements of gender—not just 
of the cultural dimensions of what it meant to be a man or a woman 
in particular African societies, but a brute reduction of enslaved people 
to unsexed laboring bodies.34 Those escaping slavery sometimes used 
cross-gender disguise to evade capture, as was the case with Ann Maria 
Weems, who posed as a male carriage driver on her fl ight north from 
Maryland to Canada in 1855.35 Blacks often had to assert their belonging 
in gender categories in ways that whites took for granted, as Sojourner 
Truth’s famous “Ain’t I a Woman?” speech to her white abolitionist sisters 
makes clear.36

The life of Johanna or John O., which is known only through the 
account in Magnus Hirschfeld’s 1913 casebook The Transvestites, ex-
emplifi es the relationship between gender variance and white settler 
migration. Assigned male at birth in the Tyrolean Alps in 1862, Johanna 
had grown up feeling girl-identifi ed. When it became evident that her 
family would not support her plans to live as a woman, she did so any-
way—running away as a teenager to Switzerland, and later France, be-
fore immigrating to the United States in 1882. Often it was the discovery 
of her biological sex, or on-the-job sexual harassment that compelled 
Johanna to move and to change jobs. She worked as an embroiderer in 
a Jersey City clothing factory, as a milkmaid on a dairy farm in upstate 
New York, and as a camp cook on a cattle trail in Montana. In 1885, 
she settled in San Francisco, where she supported herself as an itiner-
ant bookseller and kept house for a group of sex-workers in the city’s 
red-light district. Increasingly, her life became confi ned to those social 
spaces reserved for activities deemed deviant and illicit that are so often 
erased from history, memory, and from the physical fabric of our living 
places. As she aged, Johanna felt it became more diffi  cult to be seen as 
a woman by others than when she was young and considered herself 
pretty. Fearing arrest, she reverted to dressing as a man in public, while 
continuing to dress as she pleased at home, without ever changing her 
persistent feelings of being a woman.37

Johanna’s fear of arrest as a transgender person was not unfounded, 
given the manner in which Tenderloin districts functioned.38 Because 
of the high degree of employment and housing discrimination faced 
by people who expressed their gender in nonnormative ways, these 
urban districts, which functioned for most people as destinations for 
late-night vice tourism, functioned for many transgender people as res-
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idential ghettos; confi ned to such districts, transgender people faced 
higher levels of surveillance and potential exposure to extrajudicial vio-
lence or exploitation from the corrupt police offi  cers, who typically ran 
Tenderloin vice economies for their own profi t, than did the population 
at large. Most late nineteenth- and early to mid-twentieth-century U.S. 
cities harbored such districts, with some of the more well-known being 
the Tenderloin neighborhoods of New York City and San Francisco, New 
Orleans’ Storyville and French Quarter, Seattle’s Pioneer Square, Phila-
delphia’s Northern Liberties, Boston’s Combat Zone, and the neighbor-
hoods in Los Angeles’s historic downtown core around Pershing Square, 
Bunker Hill, and the old Main Street Theater District.39

A number of building types in such red-light and nightlife dis-
tricts are historically associated with transgender and gender-variant 
people, including bars, brothels, theaters, dance halls, nightclubs, and 
single-room-occupancy (SRO) hotels. Many SRO hotels in red-light 
districts catered primarily to transgender clientele, such as the El Rosa 
and Hyland Hotels in San Francisco.40 Lucy Hicks Anderson, an African 
American transgender woman from Oxnard, California, was a Prohibi-
tion-era bootlegger who ran a boarding house and brothel on the city’s 
waterfront.41 Many clubs—such as the Garden of Allah in the basement 
of the Arlington Hotel in Seattle’s Pioneer Square, the Club My-O-My 
in New Orleans, or Finocchio’s in San Francisco’s North Beach neigh-
borhood—developed long-standing reputations for hosting “drag” en-
tertainment.42 Drag, distinct from the forms of gender impersonation 
that enjoyed mainstream acceptance, connoted cross-dressing with a 
campy or ironic homosexual aesthetic. Urban homosexual demimonde 
clubs featuring risqué forms of drag certainly existed in New York City 
by the late nineteenth century, and historian George Chauncey sug-
gests that “threads of continuity” might, with care, be traced between 
such venues and the “molly houses” of seventeenth-, eighteenth- and 
nineteenth-century London. This gay subculture, in which cross-dress-
ing slyly signifi ed homosexual desire through the transposition of gen-
der signifi ers, fi rst came to greater public attention in the United States 
during the so-called Pansy Craze of the 1920s, through the scandalous 
publicity given to lesbian masculinity in Mae West’s notorious play The 
Captive, and through the popularization of psychological and sexo-
logical theories of sexual inversion.43 In subsequent decades, theatrical 
cross-gender dressing would become associated primarily with homo-
sexual and transgender subcultures and subcultural venues, and would 
lose the sense of being a mainstream form of entertainment that it had 
long enjoyed.

Identities and Place 
Changing Labels and Intersectional Communities of LGBTQ and Two-Spirit People in the United States 

Edited by Katherine Crawford-Lackey and Megan E. Springate 
https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/Crawford-LackeyIdentities 

Not for Realse.

https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/Crawford-LackeyIdentities


Transgender History in the United States • 101

In Autobiography of an Androgyne (1919), Ralph Werther, who also 
used the names Jenny June and Earl Lind, described one such “resort 
for sex perverts,” colloquially known as Paresis Hall, on Fourth Avenue a 
few blocks south of 14th Street in New York City, which exemplifi es an 
entire genre of such establishments.44 According to Werther, “In front 
was a modest bar-room; behind, a small beer-garden. The two fl oors 
above were divided into small rooms for rent,” and drag performances 
were frequently staged in the evenings. In 1895, Werther was invited 
by other patrons of the Hall to join “a little club” called the Cercle Her-
maphroditos, which rented one of the upstairs rooms. It admitted “only 
extreme types, such as like to doll themselves up in feminine fi nery,” 
and its purpose was “to unite for defense against the world’s bitter per-
secution.”45 The Cercle Hermaphroditos is the fi rst known quasi-formal 
association of people we might now well consider to be transgender. Its 
rationale for existing seems to have drawn not just on a desire for so-
ciability, but also on nascent notions of social justice for gender-variant 
people. The formation of the club at Paresis Hall attests to the impor-
tance of such subcultural spaces for members of marginalized commu-
nities, where the cultivation of social bonds can plant seeds that may 
ripen into political activism and social movements.

The second known quasi-political association of transgender peo-
ple was the short-lived American Society for Equality in Dress, which 
began publishing the journal Transvestia in 1952.46 It took root across the 
continent and a world away from the seedy urban environs of Werther’s 
Paresis Hall, amid the decentralized, semisuburban sprawl of Los Ange-
les. Both the society and journal were spearheaded by Virginia Prince, 
née Arnold Lowman, one of the most infl uential and divisive fi gures 
in mid-twentieth-century transgender history. Prince, a secret cross-
dresser since childhood who gradually started coming out to others in 
her late thirties, eventually took feminizing hormones and lived full time 
as a woman, but remained adamantly opposed to genital surgery; her 
views helped draw still-current distinctions between transsexuals, het-
erosexual transvestites, and homosexuals. She went on to found the fi rst 
long-lasting organization for cross-dressers, notably the Foundation for 
Full Personality Expression (1962), which later became the Society for 
the Second Self (Tri-Ess).47

Prince was born in Los Angeles in 1912 and raised on the 100 block 
of South Hobart Avenue, in a fashionable upper-middle-class neighbor-
hood near Beverly and Western Avenues, until age eight, at which time 
the family relocated to the 800 block of Victoria Avenue in the even 
more fashionable Hancock Park neighborhood. Her father was a promi-
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nent orthopedic surgeon, and her mother a successful businesswoman 
with a talent in real estate. Prince herself went on to earn a Ph.D. in 
pharmacology from the University of California, San Francisco (UCSF) 
by 1939, specializing in the development of new medicines. She later 
worked for several diff erent pharmaceutical companies, which helped 
support her unpaid transgender activism in later decades.48

The UCSF campus on Parnassus Heights, particularly the Langley 
Porter Psychiatric Clinic located there, is an important site in the his-
tory of transgender medicalization and community formation.49 It was 
there, on a postdoctoral fellowship in the early 1940s, that Prince met 
Louise Lawrence, a San Francisco resident who, like her, was a life-long 
cross-dresser born in 1912. Lawrence had started corresponding with 
other transvestites whom she had contacted through personal ads in 
various magazines as early as 1937, and her contact list of more than 
fi fty individuals became the fi rst subscription list for Prince’s Transves-
tia magazine. Unlike the still-closeted Prince, however, Lawrence had 
started living full time as a woman by 1942, and spoke regularly at Lang-
ley Porter to help educate medical professionals about people like her-
self.50 Her longtime residence would become an informal way station 
for transsexual women seeking medical services for gender-transition 
in the 1950s and 1960s.51 The clinic was directed by Dr. Karl Bowman, a 
former president of the American Medical Association, who had written 
extensively on homosexuals as well as individuals we would now call 
transgender or transsexual. Through UCSF, people like Prince and Law-
rence came in contact with sexuality researchers such as Alfred Kinsey 
(who ran the famous Institute that bore his name at the University of 
Indiana in Bloomington) and Harry Benjamin (a German American doc-
tor with private practices in New York and San Francisco), who in turn 
began to study, treat, and write about people in Prince’s and Lawrence’s 
networks.52

Transgender topics burst into spectacular mass media visibility in 
1952 through the unprecedented coverage given to Christine Jorgen-
sen, the fi rst truly global transgender celebrity. Jorgensen, of Danish-
American heritage, had been born in 1926 to working-class parents in 
the Bronx.53 She had had transgender feelings since early childhood, 
and by the late 1940s had educated herself about the possibilities for 
using hormones and surgery to change her body. The body-shaping 
eff ects of the so-called sex hormones had been discovered only in the 
1910s, synthesized only in the 1920s, and became widely commercially 
available only in the 1930s and 1940s.54 Genital plastic surgeries had 
actually been practiced in the United States since the 1840s, but these 
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procedures were carried out on people born with anomalous genitals, 
and were not available to people with apparently normal genitals who 
wished them to resemble the genitals usually associated with another 
social gender. The concept of “transsexualism” (though not the term it-
self) began to take shape in Europe as early as 1906—that is, that by 
medically treating individuals to transform their bodies through surgery, 
and later hormones, such individuals could be granted a new legal and 
social identity that matched their innate sense of self. Such practices 
were well established at Magnus Hirschfeld’s Institute for Sexual Science 
by the early 1930s, but these ideas did not take root in the United States 
until after World War II—largely in response to the Jorgensen story.55 Al-
though Christine Jorgensen was by no means the fi rst transsexual, she 
became the person who popularized the concept for mass audiences 
after she set sail for her ancestral Scandinavia, and news of her surgical 
and hormonal transformation there leaked to the press.

Jorgensen did not imagine that media coverage of her genital con-
version surgeries in Copenhagen would make headlines around the 
world, but it did. Through her, the idea of medical “sex-change” became 
part of common knowledge for anyone old enough to read a newspa-
per in the 1950s. Jorgensen, who had aspired to be a photographer and 
fi lmmaker before becoming a celebrity, capitalized on her newfound 
fame by developing a successful night club act and traveling the globe, 
staying in the media spotlight for more than a decade and earning a 
comfortable living. She bought a retirement home for her parents, with 
whom she continued to live until their deaths, in Massapequa, Long 
Island, New York; she later lived at various locations in Southern Cali-
fornia, including the Chateau Marmont Hotel in Los Angeles, the home 
of friends in Riverside, and various apartments in Hollywood; for many 
years, she owned a home in Laguna Niguel.56

The world in which Jorgensen achieved her fame was chang-
ing rapidly with regard to transgender issues. For many white people, 
the 1950s scene was still characterized by places like Casa Susanna, a 
secretive resort in New York’s Catskill Mountains for closeted hetero-
sexual cross-dressers in the mold of Virginia Prince.57 Other transsex-
ual women, many of them women of color, began to live much more 
publicly in (and as) what Africana and gender studies scholar C. Riley 
Snorton has punningly called “Jorgensen’s shadows.”58 These women 
made tabloid headlines of their own, including Delisa Newton, an Afri-
can American Chicago cabaret singer, and belly dancer Bessie Mukaw, 
who billed herself as “the fi rst Eskimo sex-change.”59 Of all those who 
followed in Jorgensen’s wake, only Charlotte McLeod, another white 

Identities and Place 
Changing Labels and Intersectional Communities of LGBTQ and Two-Spirit People in the United States 

Edited by Katherine Crawford-Lackey and Megan E. Springate 
https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/Crawford-LackeyIdentities 

Not for Realse.

https://www.berghahnbooks.com/title/Crawford-LackeyIdentities


104 • Susan Stryker

transsexual woman who came to public attention within months of 
Jorgensen’s sudden celebrity, initially came close to matching her level 
of fame, but McLeod’s star faded quickly.60 

Jorgensen’ success also brought attention to a longstanding trans-
gender presence in vernacular entertainment venues such as carnival 
sideshows, circuses, and strip clubs, as well as in traveling song-and-
dance revues.61 Comic entertainer Rae (or Ray) Bourbon moved for 
decades in such milieus. A person of apparently mixed Anglo-Latino 
heritage from south Texas, sometimes claiming Rámon Ícarez as a 
birth name, Bourbon had a fascinating career in cross-dressed silent 
fi lm acting, vaudeville, and nightclub performance that spanned the 
Pansy Craze of the 1920s, as well as the post-Jorgensen fascination 
with transgender representation in the 1950s. Bourbon claimed (proba-
bly spuriously) to have had genital conversion surgery, and humorously 
recounted these supposed experiences on comedy albums such as Let 
Me Tell You about My Operation.62

Urban inner-city neighborhoods that had long provided homes for 
more marginalized, racially and ethnically mixed transgender commu-
nities began showing signs of social unrest by the later 1950s. In 1959, 
patrons at Cooper Do-Nut, a late-night hangout in downtown Los An-
geles popular with street queens, gays, and hustlers, resisted arrest en 
masse when police made a “street sweep” to round up people accused 
of loitering, vagrancy, or public lewdness.63 In Philadelphia in 1964, pa-
trons of Dewey’s lunch counter conducted a successful informational 
picket and sit-in protest, resulting in three arrests that challenged the 
management’s discrimination against “youth in unconventional attire.”64 
And, in 1966, patrons at Compton’s Cafeteria, in San Francisco’s Ten-
derloin, rioted against a police raid aimed at arresting the transgender 
women and street queens who frequented that establishment (fi gure 
4.2). They smashed windows, demolished a police car, set the corner 
newsstand on fi re, and fought with police up and down the surrounding 
streets.65 The disturbance there preceded by three years the much larger 
and better-known resistance to police oppression of gay and transgen-
der people that took place at New York’s Stonewall Inn in 1969.66

In the aftermath of the Compton’s riot, San Francisco’s Tenderloin 
became a national hub for early transgender activism and social ser-
vices—the result of a “perfect storm” of anti-trans, anti-gay, and racist 
policing practices that galvanized resistance, coupled with a gener-
ally permissive social environment, along with long traditions of cul-
tural bohemianism and radical politics, that created opportunities for 
structural change based on social mobilization. The city’s many SRO 
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hotels were home to hundreds of transgender people. Glide Memorial 
Methodist Church, a neighborhood institution, hosted the fi rst gay and 
transgender street youth organization, Vanguard, starting in 1965, as 
well as the fi rst transsexual support group, Conversion Our Goal, start-
ing in 1967.67 The Tenderloin is adjacent to the Polk Street neighbor-
hood, where a unit of the San Francisco Department of Public Health, 
called the Center for Special Problems, off ered some of the nation’s fi rst 
social services for transgender people, as well as to fashionable Union 
Square, where Harry Benjamin sometimes saw transsexual patients in 
the suite of rooms at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel where he lived during 
his annual summer visits. The Tenderloin was also home to the National 
Transsexual Counseling Unit (NTCU), one of many eff orts funded by 
the wealthy female-to-male transsexual Reed Erickson.68 The Erickson 

Figure 4.2. Historical marker commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the 
Compton’s Cafeteria Riot, San Francisco, California. Photo by Gaylesf (public 
domain; https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plaque_commemorating_
Comptonpercent27s_Cafeteria_riot.jpg).
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Educational Foundation (EEF), based in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, pro-
vided crucial support not only for the NTCU, but also for publication 
of The Transsexual Phenomenon, Harry Benjamin’s paradigm-defi ning 
book on medical treatment protocols for transgender people. The EEF 
also supported the fi rst wave of clinical “sex-change” programs at Johns 
Hopkins, Stanford, UCLA, University of Minnesota, and elsewhere.69

The pace of transgender social-change activism quickened in 
the later 1960s. In Los Angeles, Sir Lady Java, an African American 
trans-feminine performer at the Redd Foxx nightclub, helped over-
turn police rules that criminalized cross-dressing, and Angela Douglas 
founded TAO, the Transsexual Activist Organization.70 In New York City, 
the support groups Transsexuals and Transvestites (TAT) and Labyrinth, 
the fi rst group dedicated to transsexual men, formed along with STAR, 
the Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries. STAR House, founded by 
Sylvia Rivera and Marsha P. Johnson, provided free shelter, food, and 
peer support for marginalized transgender street youth of color.71 An-
other New York group, the Queens Liberation Front, published Drag 
magazine, which reported on political happenings all across the coun-
try.72 In Philadelphia, the Radical Queens collective worked to integrate 
transgender concerns into multi-issue social-change activism, often in 
collaboration with the radical lesbian collective DYKETACTICS. Fantasia 
Fair, an annual gathering on Cape Cod that catered to the sort of people 
who once would have attended Casa Susanna, began in 1975, and is 
now the longest-running transgender event in the world.73 It was orga-
nized by Ari Kane and Betty Lind, both of Boston’s Cherrystone Club, a 
transgender social club.

By the end of the 1970s, however, many of the advances of re-
cent years had been undone. Setbacks included federal cutbacks to 
social-service funding as well as new ideas in gay and feminist com-
munities that began to characterize transgender people as less liberated 
than themselves, or even as dangerous or mentally ill people trying to 
infi ltrate progressive movements. The 1980s were an especially diffi  cult 
decade for transgender people, who were largely excluded from other 
social justice activism, even as they faced new levels of pathologiza-
tion. In 1980, “Gender Identity Disorder” appeared for the fi rst time in 
the DSM-IV, the fourth revised version of the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders, published by the American Psychiatric As-
sociation. That same year a new organization was formed for medical 
and psychotherapeutic service providers who worked with transgender 
populations, the Harry Benjamin International Gender Dysphoria As-
sociation (later renamed the World Professional Association for Trans-
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gender Health). Perversely, this offi  cial pathologization did not make 
medical treatment more accessible for transgender people who needed 
it. Health insurance providers classifi ed sex-reassignment procedures 
as “experimental” or “cosmetic” and thus ineligible for coverage. Most 
counseling for transgender people seeking medical services was pro-
vided from within the community itself, notably the organization J2PC, 
named for its founders Jude Patton and Joanna Clark (now Sister Mary 
Elizabeth), in San Juan Capistrano, California.

One of the most signifi cant developments of the 1980s was the for-
mation of a national network of female-to-male transsexuals, primarily 
through the eff orts of Louis G. Sullivan. Born and raised in the Milwau-
kee suburb of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, Sullivan had transgender feelings 
from a very early age, which confused him because he was also at-
tracted to men. Sullivan eventually realized that he was a gay transsex-
ual man—that is, attracted to men as a man, in spite of starting life with a 
female anatomy. He not only helped medical professionals understand 
that people like him existed, but also worked to educate and bring to-
gether all sorts of masculine-identifi ed people assigned female at birth 
through publications such as Information for the Female-to-Male Cross-
Dresser and Transsexual and the FTM Newsletter. Sullivan, who moved 
to San Francisco in the later 1970s, was sexually active there in the gay 
men’s community at a time when HIV was already circulating but be-
fore the AIDS epidemic had become visible. Like many other gay men of 
his generation, Sullivan became infected, and eventually died of AIDS-
related illnesses in 1991.74

The AIDS epidemic transformed transgender politics in the 1990s. 
Transgender women of color who shared needles for hormones and 
engaged in survival sex-work were among the most vulnerable to, and 
at risk for, infection.75 Transgender people became involved in AIDS-
activist organizations such as ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) 
in New York and Queer Nation in San Francisco, and with other militant 
protest groups such as the Lesbian Avengers.76 The word “transgender” 
itself (rather than some other term for gender variance) was popularized 
around this time through the publication of Leslie Feinberg’s 1992 pam-
phlet Transgender Liberation: A Movement Whose Time Has Come.77 
Groups such as Transgender Nation in San Francisco and Transexual 
Menace in New York brought a new style of confrontational, in-your-
face activism to transgender politics that drew on queer militancy’s 
punk sensibility. The Women’s Building in San Francisco hosted many 
transgender-related events in the 1990s, including, ironically, the fi rst-
ever International FTM (Female-to-Male) Conference in 1995.78 It was 
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also during this time that the Tom Waddell Health Center, a branch of 
the San Francisco Department of Public Health, began off ering “Tranny 
Tuesday,” the fi rst low-cost health clinic run specifi cally for transgender 
clients. It adopted a harm-reduction rather than trans-pathologization 
model of healthcare provision, providing services that transgender peo-
ple needed to live self-directed lives rather than diagnosing them with 
gender identity disorder and medically managing their transitions.79

Two fl ashpoints brought heightened awareness of transgender ac-
tivism during these years. In 1991, organizers of the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival expelled transsexual attendee Nancy Burkholder from the 
lesbian-run women-only event because they did not consider trans-
sexuals to be women. Burkholder’s expulsion inspired the creation of 
Camp Trans, which gathered each year across the road from the music 
festival to engage in dialog with attendees and help change transphobic 
attitudes in some quarters of the lesbian and feminist communities.80 In 
1993, the murder of Brandon Teena, a transgender youth who lived and 
died in rural Nebraska, inspired vigils outside the courthouse where his 
killers were eventually convicted.81 In Houston, the country’s fi rst openly 
transgender judge, Phyllis Randolph Frye, hosted the International Con-
ference on Transgender Law and Employment Policy for several years 
beginning in 1992, which laid the foundation for a new generation of 
legal activism in the decades ahead.82 Houston’s Transgender Founda-
tion of America, founded in 1998, hosted the Transgender Archive, the 
only publicly oriented walk-in research collection in the United States 
dedicated to transgender history, until losing its lease in the rapidly gen-
trifying Montrose neighborhood in 2015.83

By the later 1990s, several U.S. cities had passed ordinances protect-
ing transgender people from discrimination, which—in a more positive 
manner than the anti-cross-dressing laws dating from the 1840s—in-
fl uenced where transgender people might choose to live and work. 
Fledgling transgender lobbying groups such as GenderPAC were fi nally 
beginning to draw funding from major philanthropic foundations. In 
the wake of the 9/11 attacks in 2001, issues that had long concerned 
transgender people took on a new sense of urgency, particularly those 
that involved obtaining state-issued identifi cation documents that ac-
curately refl ected a person’s current gender. Heightened levels of secu-
rity and surveillance, tightened border controls, and fears of terrorism 
deepened existing diffi  culties for transgender people who could have 
diffi  culty proving to others that they really were who they said they 
were. Civil liberty concerns about the expansion of the national security 
apparatus after 9/11 led military intelligence analyst Chelsea (née Brad-
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ley) Manning to divulge classifi ed documents detailing U.S. spying—the 
so-called Wiki-Leaks case—resulting in the most high-profi le legal pro-
ceedings against a transgender person in U.S. history, and in Manning’s 
eventual conviction and incarceration at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.84 
The fi rst professionally staff ed transgender advocacy organizations took 
shape during these tense early years of the War on Terror and the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, including the Transgender Law Center in San 
Francisco and the Sylvia Rivera Law Project in New York (both founded 
in 2002), the National Center for Transgender Equality in Washington, 
D.C. (founded in 2003), the TGI (Transgender, Gender-Variant, and In-
tersex) Justice Project in San Francisco (founded in 2004), and, Global 
Action for Trans* Equality (GATE) in New York in 2009.85

In 2007, openly gay Democratic congressman Barney Frank landed 
on the wrong side of history when he cut transgender protections from 
the proposed federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act in an ulti-
mately futile attempt to enact that landmark piece of legislation. That 
was the last time, as of this writing, that transgender issues were sac-
rifi ced to a larger gay and lesbian liberal agenda. Under the Obama 
administration, the transgender movement became thoroughly main-
streamed, making advances unthinkable only a few short years before. 
Particularly after the Supreme Court ruled conclusively on the constitu-
tionality of same-sex marriage in 2015, transgender issues came to be 
considered a cutting edge of the civil rights agenda, and as such have 
been a hot-button topic in the culture wars of the Trump presidency. 
The political backlash against transgender people has been particularly 
obvious in the wave of “bathroom bills” that have swept the country 
since the revocation of the Houston Equal Rights Ordinance in 2015, 
and the passage of HB2 in North Carolina in 2016. Public toilets, locker 
rooms, and other sex-segregated built environments, particularly when 
they are located in public schools that receive federal funds, have be-
come the latest architectural sites of importance in the transgender his-
tory of the United States.

In spite of heightened levels of anti-transgender sentiment and pol-
icy since 2016, transgender people and topics remain ubiquitous in the 
mass media. The appearance of transgender actress Laverne Cox on 
the cover of Time magazine in 2014 and the wall-to-wall tabloid and 
reality-television coverage of Caitlyn Jenner in 2015 were breakthrough 
moments comparable in scale to Christine Jorgensen’s celebrity in the 
1950s. The critically acclaimed show Orange Is the New Black features 
positive representation of transgender people, while Transparent em-
ployed numerous transgender people as writers, directors, producers, 
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crew members, and on-camera talent. Sense8, directed by the trans-
gender sisters Lana and Lilly Wachowski, achieved an unprecedented 
level of creative control for a big-budget project that expresses trans-
gender sensibilities, but it is only one of many recent media productions 
that allow for greater transgender self-representation; other notable 
works include Tangerine, about two trans women in Los Angeles, and 
Drunktown’s Finest, the debut feature of Sydney Freeland, the fi rst Na-
tive American transgender fi lm director to gain a mainstream movie 
distribution deal.

Perhaps even more signifi cant than transgender representation 
in commercial media is the explosion of transgender content in user-
generated social media. The Internet, which has reconfi gured the re-
lationship between presence, identity, embodiment, community, and 
sociality relative to the offl  ine world, is now one of the most signifi cant 
places where transgender history happens. Much of the transgender 
content available online is produced and circulated by transgender 
youth such as Leelah Alcorn, a transgender teen who committed sui-
cide in 2014 after posting her suicide note on Tumblr. Such nonpro-
fessional media production can play an important role in providing 
emotional support and creative outlets, as well as “how to” information 
for individuals seeking gender transition.

Although the most conservative estimates of transgender adults in 
the United States place their numbers around one and a half million 
people, the same research methodologies for arriving at those numbers 
place the number of transgender-identifi ed youth somewhere between 
four and ten million.86 Clearly, we are in the midst of a sea change in 
how our culture understands gender and accepts gender variance. That 
this history is unfolding all across the country, in structures as banal as a 
public toilet and in spaces as visible as antifascist street fi ghting, attests 
to the truly fundamental level of change our society is undergoing. It is 
not just that the long-standing presence of transgender people in our 
national life is fi nally becoming more visible; it is that gender itself is 
changing radically in ways we can now scarcely comprehend. Any con-
temporary representation, analysis, or memorialization of the past that 
seeks to be relevant to the present or near future will fail to the extent 
that it does not take this profound shift in the social understanding of 
gender into account.

Dr. Susan Stryker is a professor of gender and women’s studies at the 
University of Arizona in Tucson.
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equality.org/press/releases/trump-administration-announces-beginning-
of-transgender-military-ban-on-april-12.
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phia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2016), 164; Johnson’s case is noted 
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Locust and Sixth Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The prison was razed 
following its closure in 1835.
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bridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009), see 326–55 for lists of anti-
cross-dressing laws.
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20. The Willard Asylum for the Chronic Insane, Ovid, New York, was added to 
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21. Bambi Lobdell, A Strange Sort of Being: The Transgender Life of Lucy Ann/
Joseph Israel Lobdell, 1829–1912 (Jeff erson, NC: McFarland, 2011).

22. P. M. Wise, “A Case of Sexual Perversion,” Alienist and Neurologist: A Quar-
terly Journal of Scientifi c, Clinical and Forensic Psychiatry and Neurology 4, 
no. 1 (1883): 87–91.

23. Hart’s medical treatment is discussed in J. Allen Gilbert, “Homo-Sexuality 
and Its Treatment,” Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease 2, no. 4 (Octo-
ber 1920): 297–332; Gilbert’s offi  ce was located in the Selling Building at 
610 SW Alder Street, Seventh Floor, Portland, Oregon. It was added to the 
NRHP on 17 October 1991. On Hart’s life, see Emile Devereaux, “Doctor Alan 
Hart: X-Ray Vision in the Archive,” Australian Feminist Studies 25, no. 64 
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ology, see Siobhan B. Somerville, Queering the Color Line: Race and the 
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plays in Nineteenth-Century San Francisco,” WSQ: Women’s Studies Quar-
terly 36, no. 3–4 (Fall/Winter 2008): 170–87.
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Tenderloin: Sex, Crime and Resistance in the Heart of San Francisco (San 
Francisco: Urban Reality Press, 2015); and Marilynn S. Johnson, Street Jus-
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video, posted by NewOrleansHistorical, 13 September 2012, https://www
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of the Gay Male World, 1890–1940 (New York: Basic Books, 1995), see 12 for 
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45. Ralph Werther, Autobiography of an Androgyne, ed. Scott Herring (New 
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2008), originally published 1918.
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Journey of Virginia Prince (Northridge, CA: Docter Press, 2004); Richard Ek-
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Katherine Cummings, Katherine’s Diary: The Story of a Transsexual (Sydney: 
William Heinemann Australia, 1992).

58. Snorton has delivered many public lectures, circa 2014–16, under the title 
“Jorgensen’s Shadows,” related to his forthcoming book on black transgender 
history in the United States; for a synopsis of this larger project, see H. Roger 
Segelken, “Examining Black Transness through Contemporary Media,” Cor-
nell Chronicle, 8 June 2015, http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/2015/06/
examining-black-transness-through-contemporary-media.

59. On Newton and Mukaw, see Meyerowitz, How Sex Changed, 86.
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60. After her moment in the media spotlight, McLeod married, adopted her 
husband’s two children, and retreated from public life. A native of Dy-
ersburg, Tennessee, she returned home to care for her aging and infi rm 
mother in the mid-1960s, and remained to run a convalescent home until 
her own retirement. She died in 2007. As the child of a prominent local fam-
ily, a headstone bearing her given name, Charles, had been erected in the 
family plot in Fairview Cemetery, at the time of her birth. McLeod took great 
satisfaction, after all her older relatives had died, in purchasing a plot in the 
same cemetery under her chosen name, and leaving the grave set aside for 
“Charles” permanently empty. See oral history interview by the author with 
Aleshia Brevard Crenshaw, GLBT Historical Society, OHC Number 97-040, 
recorded 2 August 1997. The author visited McLeod in May 2002, and was 
shown both grave sites.

61. On transgender carnival, circus, sideshow, and strip club performers, see 
Minette (as told to Steve Watson), Minette: Recollections of a Part-Time Lady 
(Chicago: Novel Books, 1965); Hedy Jo Star, I Changed My Sex! (Chicago: 
Allied Books, 1955); Tamara Rees, Reborn: A Factual Life Story of a Transi-
tion from Male to Female. (Los Angeles: Irene Lipman, 1955); and the fi lm 
Forever’s Gonna Start Tonight, about the entertainer Vicki Marlane, directed 
by Michelle Lawler (Los Angeles: Aggressively Enthusiastic Films, 2009). Of 
the traveling revues, the best known was Doc Brenner and Danny Brown’s 
Jewel Box Revue, founded in Miami in 1939, and touring until 1969; see 
Zagria, “The Jewel Box Revue,” A Gender Variance Who’s Who (blog), 15 
August 2010, http://zagria.blogspot.it/2010/08/jewel-box-revue.html#.V2
shFWN1Hwx; see also Julio Capó Jr. “Locating Miami’s Queer History,” in 
Communities and Place: A Thematic Approach to Histories of LGBTQ Com-
munities in the United States, ed. Katherine Crawford-Lackey and Megan E. 
Springate (New York: Berghahn Books, 2020). The troupe was notable for 
being racially integrated, featuring African American transmasculine em-
cee Stormé DeLarverie, as well as Miss Major Griffi  n-Gracy, who became 
a leading transgender prisoner’s rights activist in the 1990s and subject of 
the documentary fi lm Major!, directed by Annalise Ophelian (San Francisco: 
Floating Ophelia Productions, 2015).

62. Don Romesburg, “Longevity and Limits in Rae Bourbon’s Life in Motion,” 
in The Transgender Studies Reader 2, ed. Susan Stryker and Aren Z. Aizura 
(New York: Routledge, 2013), 479–91. An extensive and well-researched 
website constructed by Randy Riddle, containing many digital media ver-
sions of Bourbon’s written and performed works, can be found at Randy 
Riddle, “Don’t Call Me Madam: The Life and Work of Rae Bourbon,” 2005, 
http://www.coolcatdaddy.com/bourbon.html. See also Auer, “Queerest Lit-
tle City in the World.”

63. Cooper Do-Nut, sometimes remembered as Cooper’s Donuts, was located 
at either 553 or 557 W. Main in Los Angeles, between two of the city’s oldest 
gay bars, the Waldorf and Harold’s; see Lillian Faderman and Stuart Tim-
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mons, Gay L.A.: A History of Sexual Outlaws, Power Politics and Lipstick 
Lesbians (New York: Basic Books, 2006), 1.

64. Marc Stein, City of Sisterly and Brotherly Loves: Lesbian and Gay Philadelphia, 
1945–1972 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 245–46. There was 
more than one Dewey’s location; the sit-in and arrests took place at the 
location near Seventeenth Street and Locust.

65. There were several Compton’s locations; the riot took place at the Comp-
ton’s Cafeteria located at 101 Taylor Street, at the corner of Turk and Taylor. 
See Raymond Broshears, “History of Christopher Street West—San Fran-
cisco,” Gay Pride Quarterly 1 (San Francisco, 1972), n.p., for the best fi rsthand 
account; for fuller contextualization see Susan Stryker, Transgender History 
(Emeryville, CA: Seal Press, 2008), 63–75; and Screaming Queens: The Riot 
at Compton’s Cafeteria, directed by Victor Silverman and Susan Stryker (San 
Francisco: Frameline, 2005), a documentary fi lm that includes fi rst-person 
interviews.

66. Stonewall, the site of the Stonewall Riots at 51–53 Christopher Street and 
the surrounding streets and Christopher Park, New York City, New York, was 
listed on the NRHP on 28 June 1999, designated an NHL on 16 February 
2000, and designated the Stonewall National Monument on 24 June 2016.

67. Glide Memorial Church, 330 Ellis Street, San Francisco, California, is a con-
tributing element to the Uptown Tenderloin Historic District, and was 
added to the NRHP on 5 February 2009.

68. The Center for Special Problems was located at 1700 Jackson Street; the 
NTCU was in the 200 block of Turk Street; the Sir Francis Drake Hotel is at 
450 Powell Street, all in San Francisco, California.

69. The Erickson Education Foundation offi  ce in Baton Rouge was located in 
what is now a private residence on Moreland Drive. Locations of early “sex 
change” programs include Johns Hopkins University, Hopkins Hospital, 
1800 Orleans Street, Baltimore, Maryland (from 1965 to 1979); Stanford Uni-
versity, Stanford Medical Center Gender Identity Clinic, 300 Pasteur Drive, 
Stanford, California (from 1968 to 1980, when the clinic became a non-
profi t foundation not associated with the university); Northwestern Uni-
versity, Feinberg School of Medicine, 303 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois; University of Texas Galveston, UT Galveston Medical Branch, 301 
University Boulevard, Galveston, Texas (1966–1980); University of Michigan, 
Transgender Services, 2025 Traverwood Drive, Ann Arbor, Michigan; Uni-
versity of Minnesota Hospital, 505 East Harvard Street, Minneapolis, Minne-
sota; Oregon Health and Science University Hospital, 3181 SW Sam Jackson 
Park Road, Portland, Oregon; Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine, 2109 Adelbert Road, Cleveland, Ohio; and Integris Baptist Med-
ical Center, Gender Identity Foundation, 3300 NW Expressway, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma (1973 to 1977). Rachel Witkin, “Hopkins Hospital: A History 
of Sex Reassignment,” Johns Hopkins News-Letter, 1 May 2014, http://
www.jhunewsletter.com/2014/05/01/hopkins-hospital-a-history-of-sex-
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reassignment-76004/; Dawn Levy, “Transsexuals Talk about Stanford’s 
Role in their Complex Lives,” Stanford News Service website, 2 May 2000, 
http://news.stanford.edu/pr/00/sexchange53.html; Brandon Wolf, “Galves-
ton’s Invisible LGBT History,” Out Smart Magazine, 1 July 2016, http://www
.outsmartmagazine.com/2016/07/galvestons-invisible-lgbt-history/; Vern L. 
Bullough and Bonnie Bullough, Cross Dressing, Sex, and Gender (Philadel-
phia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1993), 259; Meyerowitz, How Sex 
Changed. Johns Hopkins Hospital Complex was added to the NRHP on 24 
February 1975. The Ashbel Smith Building, part of the UT Galveston Medical 
Branch, was added to the NRHP on 28 October 1969.

70. Redd Foxx’s nightclub, often referred to simply as “Redd’s,” was located on 
La Cienega Boulevard, opening in 1959. Joe X. Price, Redd Foxx, B.S. (Before 
Sanford) (Chicago: Contemporary Books, 1979), 1. For numerous locations 
for the peripatetic Angela Douglas, who was living in a trailer in Sneads, 
Florida, at the time of her death, see her self-published 1982 autobiography, 
Triple Jeopardy; a copy is held at the GLBT Historical Society in San Fran-
cisco, California.

71. STAR House was located at 640 East Twelfth Street, Apartment C, New York 
City, New York (now demolished).

72. The Queens Liberation Front, founded in 1969, was closely associated with 
Lee Brewster; it, and Drag Magazine, were largely run out of Lee’s Mardi 
Gras Boutique, a transgender emporium located in the Meatpacking District 
at 400 West Fourteenth Street, New York City, New York. The Meatpacking 
District, as the Gansevoort Market Historic District, was added to the NRHP 
on 30 May 2007.

73. Fantasia Fair is held in multiple locations in Provincetown, Massachusetts, 
usually during the third week in October. The Provincetown Historic District 
was listed on the NRHP on 30 August 1989.

74. Brice Smith, “‘Yours in Liberation’: Lou Sullivan and the Construction of FTM 
Identity,” Ph.D. diss., History Department, University of Wisconsin-Milwau-
kee, 2010.

75. David Valentine, Imagining Transgender: An Ethnography of a Category 
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2007), describes, in part, how the in-
troduction of the term “transgender” itself in HIV/AIDS prevention activism 
remapped the relationship between particular kinds of gender-variant peo-
ple, new forms of public health surveillance and service provision, and the 
geographical territory in which gender-nonconforming sex-work and black 
and Latino/a street socializing took place in lower Manhattan in the fi rst half 
of the 1990s.

76. ACT UP and Queer Nation were both founded at the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgender Community Center, 208 West Thirteenth Street, New York 
City, New York. Lesbian Avengers also met at the center, following their 
founding meeting held at the home of Ana Maria Simo in New York City’s 
East Village neighborhood. ACT UP and Queer Nation groups were founded 
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across the country. In San Francisco, both groups met at the Women’s 
Building at 3543 Eighteenth Street. In New York, transgender activist Riki 
Wilchins was an active member of Lesbian Avengers; in San Francisco, the 
fi rst activist organization to use the term “transgender” in its name, Trans-
gender Nation, began as a special-interest focus group of Queer Nation in 
1992.

77. At the time of Feinberg’s death in 2014, Feinberg, who used gender-neutral 
pronouns, was living with long-term partner and spouse, Minnie Bruce Pratt, 
in Syracuse, New York.

78. FTM Conference of the Americas, San Francisco, California, 18–20 August 
1995.

79. The Tom Waddell Health Center, opened in 1993, was at 50 Lech Walesa 
(Ivy) Street, San Francisco, California. On the clinic, see Mark Freeman and 
Nathaniel Walters-Koh, dirs., Transgender Tuesdays: A Clinic in the Tender-
loin (San Francisco: Healing Tales Productions, 2012). Freeman, a medical 
service provider, was instrumental in establishing the Tranny Tuesday clinic; 
note that the original name of the clinic used a slang term then considered 
to evoke a familiar, welcoming, insider, community-oriented sensibility, 
which has since fallen into disfavor by a younger generation of transgender 
people; the title of Freeman’s fi lm bows to these newer sensibilities.

80. Hart Township, Oceana County, Michigan, adjacent to privately held festival 
property known as “the Land.”

81. Brandon Teena’s murder inspired the Academy Award–winning fi lm Boys 
Don’t Cry, directed by Kimberly Peirce (Beverly Hills, CA: Twentieth Century 
Fox Home Entertainment, 2000), for which Hilary Swank won best actress 
for playing Brandon; the house in which Brandon and others were mur-
dered is located on the outskirts of Humboldt, Nebraska. Transexual Men-
ace organized vigils outside the Richardson County Courthouse in nearby 
Falls City, Nebraska, 1700 Stone Street, during the murder trial. The Rich-
ardson County Courthouse was listed on the NRHP on 5 July 1990. For an 
account of this activism, see Riki Wilchins, Read My Lips: Sexual Subversion 
and the End of Gender (New York: Riverdale, 2013). For more information 
on Brandon’s life, see J. Jack Halberstam, In a Queer Time and Place: Trans-
gender Bodies, Subcultural Lives (New York: NYU Press, 2005).

82. The fi rst conference was held at the Hilton Hotel, 6780 Southwest Free-
way, Houston, Texas, on 28 August 1992. For more information, see Phyllis 
Randolph Frye, “History of the International Conference on Transgender 
Law and Employment Policy, Inc.,” Transgender Legal website, 2001, http://
www.transgenderlegal.com/ictlephis1.htm.

83. The Transgender Foundation of America, including the Transgender Ar-
chive, has occupied several locations in Houston’s Montrose and Heights 
neighborhoods; most recently it was located at 604 Pacifi c Street, until 
its 2015 closure. Though not legally incorporated until 1998, the TFA is an 
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outgrowth of Gulf Coast Transgender Community (GCTC), which traces its 
roots to 1965.

84. Manning was incarcerated at the United States Disciplinary Barracks, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, until President Obama commuted her sentence on 
17 January 2017. This did not erase Manning’s conviction, but mitigated 
her sentence from the original thirty-fi ve years to time served. Transgender 
populations in the United State experience incarceration rates more than 
twice that of the cisgender population. Most of those incarcerated are trans 
women of color who are incarcerated in men’s facilities; see Eric A. Stanley 
and Nat Smith, eds., Captive Genders: Trans Embodiment and the Prison 
Industrial Complex (Oakland, CA: AK Press, 2011).

85. Long located in the historic Flood Building, 870 Market Street, San Fran-
cisco, the Transgender Law Center was, like many nonprofi ts, priced out 
of the city’s real estate market by the high-tech boom. It is currently lo-
cated at 1629 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland, California. The Sylvia Rivera Law 
Project is located at 147 West Twenty-Fourth Street, New York City, New 
York, in the Miss Major-Jay Toole Building for Social Justice, which also 
houses four other LGBTQ social justice organizations; the National Center 
for Transgender Equality is located at 1400 Sixteenth Street NW, Washing-
ton, D.C.; TGI Justice is located at 1372 Mission Street, San Francisco; GATE, 
a virtual international organization, operates online, with no physical offi  ce 
space.

86. Andrew Flores, Jody Herman, Gary Gates, and Taylor Brown, “How Many 
Adults Identify as Transgender in the United States,” Williams Institute, 
UCLA Law School, June 2016, http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-
content/uploads/How-Many-Adults-Identify-as-Transgender-in-the-
United-States.pdf. On transgender youth population estimates, see Jody 
Herman, Christy Mallory, and Bianca Wilson, “Estimates of Transgender 
Populations in States with Legislation Impacting Transgender People,” 
Williams Institute, UCLA Law School, June 2016, http://williamsinstitute
.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Estimates-of-Transgender-Populations
.pdf. In this report, the authors cite other scholars who, based on a review 
of multiple local probability samples and national convenience samples, 
found that between 1.3 and 3.2 percent of all youth are transgender; in 
other words between four and ten million youth.
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