8 Acknowledgments
This volume is an outcome of the European research project “HERILIGION:
Heritagization of Religion and the Sacralization of Heritage in Contemporary Europe.” The project studied intertwining of processes of heritagization
and sacralization against the backdrop of religious and secular dynamics in
Denmark, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, and the United Kingdom (see
www.heriligion.eu).
We would like to acknowledge the generous funding by Humanities in
the European Research Area (HERA), the EU, and the contributing national
research councils of Denmark, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, and the
United Kingdom for their support for this project. In addition, we thank the
Dutch Research Council (NWO) for its generous support to make this volume open access, and the Meertens Institute for taking care of the remaining deficit. Academics write to reach as many people as possible, and being
able to publish this book in open access is hopefully a step toward a future
that lowers boundaries of expression and circulation of academic work. We
would also like to acknowledge the editors of Berghahn Books, for their kind
support and expertise, and the anonymous peer reviewers, for their constructive feedback and kind words.
This volume is a testament to HERILIGION in that it allowed us to work
closely with many affiliated researchers, heritage institutions, and engaged
colleagues, students, and audiences. Their contributions to this volume
greatly expanded the scope of this project. The topic of this volume, management of sacralities, arose in no small degree out of observations in the field
and conversations with societal partners. In particular we would like to mention the institutions that we collaborated with (the so-called associate partners) over the course of HERILIGION: the National Museum of Denmark
in Copenhagen; Museum Catharijneconvent in Utrecht, the Netherlands;
the Ethnographic Museum and the Tygodnik Powszechny Foundation in
Kraków, Poland; the National Museum of Ethnology, the Lisbon Museum—

This chapter is from Managing Sacralities edited by Ernst van den Hemel, Oscar Salemink, and Irene Stengs
https://doi.org/10.3167/9781800736177. It is available open access under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license
thanks to the support of the Dutch National Research Council (NWO), the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and
Innovation Programme under grant agreement No. 649307, and the Meertens Institute. Not for resale.

x • Acknowledgments

Palácio Pimenta, and the ATUPO (Umbanda Temple Pai Oxalá Association)
in Portugal; and Hungate Medieval Art, Norwich, United Kingdom.
Finally, we would also like to highlight an important source of academic
work, namely pleasure and fun. While academic work is often seen as competitive, it can—and should—also be collaborative, predicated on openended dialogue, mutual respect, and therefore a dynamic process of human
interaction. We remember with particular fondness how this volume came
about not just in conference halls and in the pages of books, but also during
walks, drinks, and animated, meandering conversations and travels. Especially since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, the importance of
such simple sociality has become crystal clear. Therefore, we dedicate this
work to all of you who make research and writing fun. May we all meet again
soon in good health.

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to the support of the
Dutch National Research Council (NWO), the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme
under grant agreement No. 649307, and the Meertens Institute. https://doi.org/10.3167/9781800736177. Not for resale.

