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This project accompanied me for more than a decade, and on this long 
journey I moved from Graz to Berlin and temporarily to Jena, got a 

new job in Frankfurt (Oder) and, besides a lot of commuting to these places, 
made many longer and shorter trips to Kosovo, where I started my fi eldwork 
in 2011, and to diff erent cities in Germany and Austria, where I visited mi-
grants from the Opoja region. Th is was also a time when I spent many days 
in the philological library of the Free University of Berlin, also called ‘the 
brain’, which became my second home before Covid-19 began, and which 
provided me with the spirit to write this manuscript.

Th is book is based above all on the hospitality of the families I met in 
Opoja, who warmly welcomed me from the beginning of my fi eldwork, in-
cluded me in their family life and increasingly made me feel like a family 
member. Especially the children and the many nice evenings together with 
the women of the families, where we laughed a lot, made the time in Opoja 
very joyful and unforgettable for me. I am also very grateful for the openness 
of my interlocutors, who told me about the concerns they face in their daily 
lives, let me participate in family celebrations and helped me establish con-
tact with various relatives and other villagers. I would also like to thank the 
Opoja families living in Germany and Austria who welcomed me into their 
homes.

Without my assistant Blerina Leka, who was studying philosophy at the 
University of Prishtina at the time and who was with me most of the time in 
Opoja, this fi eld research would not have been possible. Blerina helped me 
to understand the complex local Albanian language and also transcribed sev-
eral interviews. During the many weeks we spent together, Blerina became 
a close friend, and also a kind of sister to me, with whom I enjoyed sharing 
and discussing everything that was on my mind.
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I am also indebted to Karl Kaser (†) of the University of Graz, who led the 
research project funded by the Austrian Science Fund that laid the founda-
tion for this book. As a family historian who worked extensively in South-
eastern Europe, Karl had a tremendous interest in the results, and it is very 
sad that he died far too soon. I am also grateful to Eli Krasniqi and Tahir 
Latifi, both of whom were Ph.D. students on the project back then. As a 
team, we did some fieldwork together and held regular project meetings in 
Graz, where we discussed literature as well as our fieldwork results and first 
paper drafts, and our discussions have continued since then. In addition, the 
exchange with my friend and colleague Robert Pichler, an historical anthro-
pologist who was simultaneously writing his habilitation thesis on migra-
tion, ethnicity and locality from a historical-anthropological perspective in 
an Albanian-speaking region in Macedonia, was particularly fruitful. Robert 
and my friend Agnes Altziebler provided me with a home in Graz, and we 
spent many delightful evenings together.

Colleagues at the University of Vienna were also important for this book 
project. Above all, I thank Peter Schweitzer, who supported me in submit-
ting this research as a habilitation thesis in social anthropology, and Jelena 
Tošić, with whom I share a common interest in the region of former Yugo-
slavia. With Peter Schweitzer, Tatjana Thelen and Gerti Seiser, I had already 
collaborated in the EU-funded comparative research project on kinship and 
social security that laid the foundation for my interest in cross-border family 
and caregiving in Kosovo. 

To begin the fieldwork in Opoja, I was also able to rely on the support 
of Kristë Shufi from the University of Prishtina, who put Eli and me in con-
tact with the mayor and the families in Opoja. Since language acquisition 
is important for a social-anthropological project, I would also like to thank 
my Albanian language teachers Feride Berisha and Klelia Kondi in Berlin, as 
well as Kristina Thaci in Prishtina and Gazmend Qafleshi in Opoja.

Nita Luci and Linda Gusia, both from the University of Prishtina, encour-
aged me with their interest in the project and the fruitful collaboration we 
established. As part of the research project funded by the Austrian Science 
Fund, I was able to discuss my findings with various colleagues and special-
ists in Albanian family and social relations in Kosovo, including Hans-Peter 
von Aarburg, Nebi Bardoshi, Janine Dahinden, Sarah Barbara Gretler and 
Stephanie Schwandtner-Sievers, in a workshop and then in a conference at 
the University of Prishtina.

However, my contacts with the University of Prishtina began earlier, in 
2009, with a pilot study on kinship and social security funded by the Aus-
trian Research Liaison, in which I collaborated with Anton Berishaj, Shemsi 
Krasniqi, Kristë Shtufi, Artan Krasniqi and Muhamer Hasani. 
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The COST-funded project ‘East-Board-Net’, led by Sarah Green of the 
University of Helsinki, provided a number of other opportunities to discuss 
my findings, including with Hastings Donnan, Madeleine Hurd, as well as 
James Korovilas and Hani Zubida.

This work also builds on the time I spent at the Imre Kertesz Kolleg led 
by Joachim von Puttkamer and Włodzimierz Borodziej (†) at the University 
of Jena in 2015. The fellowship allowed me to focus on my habilitation thesis 
and to discuss my results with other colleagues at the Kolleg. I am especially 
thankful to Onur Yıldırım, who read and commented on several chapters.

In Berlin, I very often shared my writing time in the library with my 
friends Andrea Behrends and Tsypylma Darieva, both of whom were also 
working on their habilitation theses and with whom I often chatted over 
coffee or during lunch about our work and about all sorts of things in our 
lives. I furthermore gained a lot from discussions with Erdmute Alber, Bet-
tina Beer, Manuela Bojadzijev, Nathalie Clayer, Dejan Djokić, Julia Eckert, 
Haldis Haukanes, Julia Pauli, João de Pina-Cabral, Frances Pine, Regina 
Römhild and Martine Segalen (†). Finally, my new colleagues at Viadrina 
University in Frankfurt (Oder) also supported the publication project, and 
I was able to discuss some of my findings with my students, including Julia 
Bantouvaki, who also helped me with the style guide. 

I am very grateful for the engaged reading and fruitful suggestions I re-
ceived from Janine Dahinden, Heike Drotbohm and Ger Duijzings about my 
habilitation thesis, which served as the basis for this book, as well as from 
Stef Jansen who provided crucial feedback to the manuscript I submitted to 
Berghahn. While working on the manuscript, my language editor, Gita Ra-
jan, became the most significant person for me, as she read and commented 
on the manuscript repeatedly and thoroughly. Thanks to her very smart and 
always encouraging interventions, I was able to improve it, sharpen it and 
also shorten it substantially. In completing this manuscript for the Berghahn 
publication, I had the privilege of receiving a final, very professional lan-
guage editing from Sarah Sibley, to whom I would like to express my sincere 
thanks.

While trying to understand translocal care across Kosovo’s borders, my 
time for my own family members was sometimes limited, but they are most 
important to me. I am very grateful to my dear relatives for taking care of our 
children when I was on fieldwork. This fostered inner bonds. Above all, I am 
deeply indebted to my husband Hannes Grandits, a renowned historian of 
Southeastern Europe, who supported me and my project from beginning to 
end. He read and discussed the findings and chapters and visited me with the 
children several times in Kosovo, thus making sure that our family life also 
extends across borders.  
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