
Fertility, Reproduction and Sexuality:  
Social and Cultural Perspectives 

Understanding the complex and multifaceted issue of human reproduction has been, and remains, of great 
interest both to academics and practitioners. This series includes studies by specialists in the field of social, 
cultural, medical, and biological anthropology, medical demography, psychology, and development studies. 
Current debates and issues of global relevance on the changing dynamics of fertility, human reproduction 
and sexuality are addressed. 

Volume 56 

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT AND SON          
PREFERENCE IN INDIA 

Feminist and Ethical discourse on Sex  

Selective Abortions 

Sheela Suryanarayanan 

Sex selective abortions are unjust, unethical and illegal 
in India, yet the experience of motherhood for  

pregnant women can be influenced by ‘son  

preference’ from those who support female feticide. 
Women are denied agency in exercising reproductive 
rights and the medical fraternity often fosters the  

misuse of technologies for sex selective abortions in 
India. This book reviews the feminist, ethical and legal 
discourse on sex selective abortions and draws on 
women’s empowerment as an analytical lens to  

examine the son preference expressed in the notion 
of Vansh (lineage) among pregnant women, their  

partners and mothers-in-law in three Indian states. 
 

Volume 55 

RELIGIOUS SENSIBILITIES IN PURSUIT OF  

SEXUAL WELL-BEING 

African Diasporic Communities in  

the Netherlands 

Amisah Zenabu Bakuri 

The self-identifying Ghanaian-Dutch and Somali-Dutch 
communities residing in the Randstad area of the 
Netherlands are deeply impacted by religious beliefs 
and cultural factors in their approach towards sexual 
health practices, well-being and pleasure. This book 
shows how religious sensibilities shape the physical 
activities, beauty practices, and gendered roles that 
are adopted into the daily lives of these communities 
in pursuit of their sexual and general well-being. 
Through an ethnographic account, it explores and 
challenges the assumptions held around the complex 
relationship between religion and sexuality. 
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Volume 54, Open Access 

INVISIBLE LABOURS 

The Reproductive Politics of Second Trimester 
Pregnancy Loss in England 

Aimee Louise Middlemiss 

Tracing women’s experiences of miscarriage and  

termination for foetal anomaly in the second trimester, 
before legal viability, shows how such events are  

positioned as less ‘real’ or significant when the  

foetal being does not, or will not, survive. This  

volume describes the reproductive politics of this  

category of pregnancy loss in England. It shows how 
second trimester pregnancy loss produces specific 
medical and social experiences, revealing an  

underlying teleological ontology of pregnancy. Some 
women then understand their pregnancy through  

kinship with the unborn baby. 

 

Volume 53 

CHILDREN ARE EVERYWHERE 

Conspicuous Reproduction and Childlessness in 
Reunified Berlin 

Meghana Joshi 

This volume engages with how demographic anxieties 
and reproductive regimes emerge as forms of social 
inclusion and exclusion in a low fertility Western  

European context. This book explores everyday  

experiences of parenting and childlessness of ‘ethnic’ 
Germans in Berlin, who came of age around the fall of 
the Berlin Wall, and brings them into conversation with 
theories on parenting, waithood, non-biological  

intimacies, and masculinities. This is the first  

ethnographic work by a South Asian author on  

demographic anxieties and reproduction in Germany 
and reverses the anthropological gaze to study Europe 
as the ‘Other.’ 
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Volume 46 

ABORTION IN POST-REVOLUTIONARY TUNISIA 

Politics, Medicine and Morality 

Irene Maffi 
 

Volume 45, In Paperback 

NAVIGATING MISCARRIAGE 

Social, Medical and Conceptual Perspectives 

Susie Kilshaw and Katie Borg [Eds.] 
 

Volume 44 

PRIVILEGES OF BIRTH 

Constellations of Care, Myth, and Race in      
South Africa 

Jennifer J. M. Rogerson 
 

Volume 43 

ACCESS TO ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE  

TECHNOLOGIES 

The Case of France and Belgium 

Jennifer Merchant [Ed.] 
 

Volume 42, In Paperback, Open Access 

MAKING BODIES KOSHER 

The Politics of Reproduction among Haredi    
Jews in England 

Ben Kasstan 
 

Volume 41 

ELITE MALAY POLYGAMY 

Wives, Wealth and Woes in Malaysia 

Miriam Koktvedgaard Zeitzen 
 

Volume 40, In Paperback 

BEING A SPERM DONOR 

Masculinity, Sexuality, and Biosociality                 
in Denmark 

Sebastian Mohr 
 

Volume 39 

GLOBAL FLUIDS 

The Cultural Politics of Reproductive Waste  

and Value 

Charlotte Kroløkke 
 

Volume 38 

RECONCEIVING MUSLIM MEN 

Love and Marriage, Family and Care in              
Precarious Times 

Marcia C. Inhorn and Nefissa Naguib [Eds.] 

Volume 52, In Paperback, Open Access 

MAKING MULTIPLE BABIES 

Anticipatory Regimes of Assisted Reproduction 

Chia-Ling Wu 

Academia Sinica 2024 Scholarly Monograph Award in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences 

“This book is a fascinating and insightful read… The    
author presents the concept of "anticipatory governance" 
as a means of exploring the evolving regulation of IVF. 
This is very useful and something I will certainly apply in 
my own work.” • Andrea Whittaker, Monash University 

 

Volume 51 

SEXUAL SELF-FASHIONING 

Iranian Dutch Narratives of Sexuality  

and Belonging 

Rahil Roodsaz 
 

Volume 50 

INCONCEIVABLE IRAN 

To Reproduce or Not to Reproduce? 

Soraya Tremayne 

"This is a definitive and timely monograph in the most 
distinguished book series in our field." • Sarah Franklin, 
Cambridge University 

 

Volume 49 

GOOD ENOUGH MOTHERS 

Practicing Nurture and Motherhood in  

Chiapas, Mexico 

JM López 

“Working from the belief that research is meant not only 
to inform but also to promote appropriate activism, the 
author endeavors to work against the ‘coloniality of 
knowledge’ and the ‘violent dominance of white  

privilege’ anthropology…Highly Recommended.” • Choice 

 

Volume 48, In Paperback 

HOW IS A MAN SUPPOSED TO BE A MAN? 

Male Childlessness – a Life Course Disrupted 

Robin A. Hadley 

“a groundbreaking book shining the light on men and 
their experiences, how men may feel when they don’t 
end up having children for one reason or another e.g.  
not meeting the right person, infertility.” • Guild of 
Health Writers 

 

Volume 47, In Paperback 

WAITHOOD 

Gender, Education, and Global Delays in Marriage     
and Childbearing 

Marcia C. Inhorn and Nancy J. Smith-Hefner [Eds.] 
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NIGHTTIME BREASTFEEDING: An American               
Cultural Dilemma 

Cecília Tomori 
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PREGNANCY IN PRACTICE: Expectation and             
Experience in the Contemporary US 

Sallie Han 
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MILITANT LACTIVISM?: Attachment Parenting  
and Intensive Motherhood in the UK and France 
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TECHNOLOGIES: Sunni and Shia Perspectives 
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FATNESS AND THE MATERNAL BODY:  

Women's Experiences of Corporeality and the 
Shaping of Social Policy 

Maya Unnithan-Kumar and Soraya  
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UNSAFE MOTHERHOOD: Mayan Maternal    
Mortality and Subjectivity in Post-War           
Guatemala 

Nicole S. Berry 
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ABORTION IN ASIA: Local Dilemmas,  

Global Politics 
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KIN, GENE, COMMUNITY: Reproductive  

Technologies among Jewish Israelis 
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ASSISTING REPRODUCTION, TESTING GENES: 
Global Encounters with the New Biotechnologies 
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CHILDBIRTH, MIDWIFERY AND CONCEPTS  
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Culture, and Society 
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Anthropological Approaches to the Heterogeneity 
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THE ONLINE WORLD OF SURROGACY 
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CONCEPTIONS: Infertility and Procreative         
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PATIENT-CENTRED IVF: Bioethics and Care in a 
Dutch Clinic 
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PARENTHOOD BETWEEN GENERATIONS:         
Transforming Reproductive Cultures 

Siân Pooley and Kaveri Qureshi [Eds.] 
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ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES IN  

THE THIRD PHASE: Global Encounters and      
Emerging Moral Worlds 

Kate Hampshire and Bob Simpson [Eds.] 
        

Volume 30 

THAI IN VITRO: Gender, Culture and Assisted     
Reproduction 

Andrea Whittaker 
   

Volume 29 

ACHIEVING PROCREATION: Childlessness and IVF 
in Turkey 

Merve Demircioğlu Göknar 
   

Volume 28, In Paperback 

COUSIN MARRIAGES: Between Tradition, Genetic 
Risk and Cultural Change 

Alison Shaw and Aviad Raz [Eds.] 
   

Volume  27, In Paperback 

GLOBALIZED FATHERHOOD 

Marcia C. Inhorn, Wendy Chavkin & José-Alberto 
Navarro [Eds.] 
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ISLAM AND NEW KINSHIP: Reproductive  

Technology and the Shariah in Lebanon 
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KINSHIP AND BEYOND: The Genealogical  

Model Reconsidered 
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RECONCEIVING THE SECOND SEX: Men,  

Masculinity, and Reproduction 

Marcia C. Inhorn, Tine Tjørnhøj-Thomsen,  

Helene Goldberg and Maruska la Cour  

Mosegaard [Eds.] 
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REPRODUCTIVE DISRUPTIONS: Gender,  

Technology, and Biopolitics in the  

New Millennium 

Marcia C. Inhorn [Ed.] 
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WHERE THERE IS NO MIDWIFE: Birth and Loss 

in Rural India 

Sarah Pinto 
 

Volume  9, In Paperback 

CONCEIVING KINSHIP: Assisted Conception, 
Procreation and Family in Southern Europe 

Monica M. E. Bonaccorso 
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POPULATION, REPRODUCTION AND FERTILITY 
IN MELANESIA  

Stanley J. Ulijaszek [Ed.] 
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NAMELESS RELATIONS: Anonymity, Melanesia 
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AGEING WITHOUT CHILDREN: European and Asian 
Perspectives on Elderly Access to Support Networks 
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Beliefs and Taboos among the Gogo Mothers  

in Tanzania 

Mara Mabilia 
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A NEW LOOK AT THAI AIDS: Perspectives from  
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REPRODUCTIVE AGENCY, MEDICINE AND THE 
STATE : Cultural Transformations in Childbearing 

Maya Unnithan-Kumar [Ed.] 
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MODERN BABYLON?: Prostituting Children  

in Thailand 

Heather Montgomery 
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MANAGING REPRODUCTIVE LIFE: Cross-Cultural 
Themes in Fertility and Sexuality 

Soraya Tremayne [Ed.] 
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