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By forging creative and critical engagements with cultural, political, and  

social processes, anthropology explores the potential of social analysis to 
open new paths for thinking about human phenomena.

The focus of this series is on ‘analysis’, understood not as a synonym of 
 'theory', but as the fertile meeting-ground of the empirical and the 

 conceptual. It provides a platform for exploring anthropological approaches 
to social analysis in all of their variety, and in doing so seeks also to open  

new avenues of communication between anthropology and the humanities 
as well as other social sciences.

Formal submissions should be sent directly to the series editor. For more information on 
Berghahn's manuscript submission procedure, please visit the Info for Authors section on the 

Berghahn Books website.
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Volume 11
STATES OF IMITATION
Mimetic Governmentality and Colonial Rule
Edited by Patrice Ladwig and Ricardo Roque

Late Western colonialism often relied on the 
practice of imitating indigenous forms of rule in 
order to maintain power; conversely, indigenous 
polities could imitate Western sociopolitical forms 
to their own benefit. Drawing on historical 
ethnographic studies of colonialism in Asia and 
Africa, States of Imitation examines how the 
colonial state attempted to administer, control, and 
integrate its indigenous subjects through mimetic 
governmentality, as well the ways indigenous 
states adopted these imitative practices to 
establish reciprocal ties with, or to resist the 
presence of, the colonial state.
May 2020, 150 pages, 13 illus., bibliog.,index 
ISBN 978-1-78920-738-5 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78920-739-2 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 10
MONEY COUNTS 
Revisiting Economic Calculation
Edited by Mario Schmidt and Sandy Ross

Money Counts moves beyond abstraction, exploring 
the conceptual diversity and everyday enactment of 
money’s quantity.
January 2020, 140 pages, bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78920-685-2 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78920-686-9 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 9
MULTIPLE NATURE-CULTURES,  
DIVERSE ANTHROPOLOGIES 
Edited by Casper Bruun Jensen and Atsuro Morita

Over time, the role of nature in anthropology has 
evolved from being a mere backdrop for social and 
cultural diversity to being viewed as an integral part 
of the ontological entanglement of human and 
nonhuman agents. This transformation of the role of 
nature offers important insight into the relationships 
between diverse anthropological traditions.
August 2019, 158 pages, 5 illus., bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78920-539-8 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78920-540-4 $27.95/£19.00
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Volume 4
STATEGRAPHY
Toward a Relational Anthropology  
of the State
Edited by Tatjana Thelen, Larissa Vetters, and 
Keebet von Benda-Beckmann

By exploring interactions and negotiations of local 
actors in different institutional settings, the 
contributors explore state transformations in 
relation to social security in a variety of locations 
spanning from Russia, Eastern Europe, and the 
Balkans to the United Kingdom and France.
November 2017, 164 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 978-1-78533-699-7 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-701-7 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 3
STRAYING FROM THE STRAIGHT PATH
How Senses of Failure Invigorate Lived Religion 
Edited by Daan Beekers and David Kloos

Responding to the need for comparative 
approaches in the face of the increasingly 
separated fields of the anthropology of Islam and 
Christianity, Straying from the Straight Path gives full 
attention to moral failure as a constitutive and 
potentially energizing force in the religious lives of 
both Muslims and Christians in different parts of 
the world
October 2017, 146 pages, bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78533-713-0 Hardback $95.00/£68.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-714-7 $29.95/$22.46

Volume 2
EMPTINESS AND FULLNESS 
Ethnographies of Lack and Desire  
in Contemporary China
Edited by Susanne Bregnbæk and  
Mikkel Bunkenborg

Exploring the production of lack and desire 
through fine-grained ethnography, this volume 
examines how diagnoses of emptiness operate in 
a range of very different domains in contemporary 
China.
July 2017, 154 pages, 3 illus., bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78533-580-8 Hardback $120.00/£85.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-581-5

Volume 1
BEING GODLESS
Ethnographies of Atheism and Non-Religion
Edited by Ruy Llera Blanes and 
Galina Oustinova-Stjepanovic

Drawing on ethnographic inquiry and the 
anthropological literature on doubt and atheism, 
this volume explores people's reluctance to pursue 
religion. 
May 2017, 154 pages, bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78533-573-0 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-574-7

Volume 8
POST-OTTOMAN TOPOLOGIES
The Presence of the Past in the Era 
 of the Nation-State
Edited by Nicolas Argenti

With contributions focussing on several of the nation-
states whose peoples once were united under the 
aegis of Ottoman suzerainty, this volume proposes 
new theoretical approaches to the experience and 
transmission of the past through time.
April 2019, 155 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN  978-1-78920-240-3 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78920-241-0 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 7
HIERARCHY AND VALUE
Comparative Perspectives on Moral Order 
Edited by Jason Hickel and Naomi Haynes

Why do some communities see hierarchy as 
desireable? In this book, leading anthropologists 
draw on insightful ethnographic case studies from 
around the world to address these trends. 
Together, they develop a theory of hierarchy that 
treats it both as a relational form and a framework 
for organizing ideas about the social good.
August 2018, 170 pages, bibliog., index 
ISBN  978-1-78533-997-4 Hardback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-998-1 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 6
ANIMISM BEYOND THE SOUL
Ontology, Reflexivity, and the Making  
of Anthropological Knowledge
Edited by Katherine Swancutt and Mireille Mazard

The contributors to this volume offer compelling 
case studies that demonstrate how indigenous 
animistic practices, concepts, traditions, and 
ontologies are co-authored in highly reflexive ways 
by anthropologists and their interlocutors.
April 2018, 160 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 978-1-78533-866-3 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-867-0 $27.95/£19.00

Volume 5
AFFECTIVE STATES 
Entanglements, Suspensions, Suspicions
Edited by Mateusz Laszczkowski and  
Madeleine Reeves
Covering a wide spectrum of topics and 
ethnographic contexts—from engineering in the 
Andes to household rituals in rural China, from 
South African land restitution to migrant living in 
Moscow, and from elections in El Salvador to online 
and offline surveillance among political refugees 
from Uzbekistan and Eritrea—the chapters in this 
volume interrogate this ‘affective turn’ through the 
lens of fine-grained ethnographies of the state.
December 2017, 184 pages, bibliog., index 
ISBN 978-1-78533-718-5 Paperback $27.95/£19.00 
eISBN 978-1-78533-719-2 $27.95/£19.00
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