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This book has been an Adventure, in the Simmelian sense. That we delib-
erately set out on a trip of discovery is not what we, or Simmel, refer to
here. For Simmel, the experience of adventure emerges in the unexpected
and unplanned, the moments of dislocation where one can grasp the basic
categories of existence. It is in this sense that putting together this volume
has been adventuresome, because it has introduced us to new places and
people that have encouraged us to rethink certain basic assumptions about
the contemporary ubiquity of adventure, not to mention having altered
some of the plans we laid out for this project.

The project was born of conversations, in the hallways between classes
and in the hallways of conferences, about such things as television reality
shows, the Ernest Shackleton craze on public television, the “extreme” con-
tent books and magazines one finds at the supermarket checkout counter,
and our amazement that people actually buy such cars (and now cologne)
as the HUMMER. All of it speaks to adventure’s omnipresence, or at least a
desire for adventure and its stories. As we expanded our conversations,
inviting more friends and interlocutors, we found a lot of our colleagues
had been thinking about these things as well, perhaps quite naturally, be-
cause as anthropologists some of our professional mana comes from the ap-
pearance that we lead adventuresome lives.

The time seemed ripe to convene more formal conversations about the
complex relationships between culture and adventure, and so we organized
two panel sessions, one at the American Anthropological Association an-
nual meetings and another at the Northeastern Anthropological Associa-
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