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GREEN ENCOUNTERS
Shaping and Contesting
Environmentalism in Rural 
Costa Rica
Luis A. Vivanco

Since the 1970s and
1980s, Monte Verde,
Costa Rica has emerged
as one of the most
renowned sites of
nature conservation and
ecotourism in Costa
Rica, and some would
argue, Latin America. It
has received substantial

attention in literature and media on tropical
conservation, sustainable development, and
tourism. Yet most of that analysis has uncriti-
cally evaluated the Monte Verde phenomenon,
using celebratory language and barely scratch-
ing the surface of the many-faceted socio-cul-
tural transformations provoked by and accom-
panying environmentalism. Because of its
stature, Monte Verde represents an ideal case
study to examine the socio-cultural and politi-
cal complexities and dilemmas of practicing
environmentalism in rural Costa Rica. 

Based on many years of close observation,
this book offers rich and original material on
the ongoing struggles between environmental
activists and of collective and oppositional pol-
itics to Monte Verde’s new “culture of nature.”

Luis A. Vivanco is Assistant Professor of
Anthropology at the University of Vermont.

224 pages, 7 ills, 3 maps, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-84545-168-6 Hb $75.00/£45.00
Volume 3, Environmental Anthropology and Ethnobiology

TOURISM
Between Place and Performance
Edited by Simon Coleman and Mike Crang

Many accounts of tourism have adopted an
almost paradigmatic visual model of the gaze.
This collection presents an expanded notion of
spectatorship with a more dynamic sense of
embodied and performed engagement with
places. The approach resonates with ideas in
anthropology, sociology, and geography on
performance, invented traditions, constructed
places and traveling cultures. Contributions
highlight the often contradictory, contested
and paradoxical constructions of landscape
and community involved both in tourist attrac-
tions and among tourists themselves. The col-
lection examines many different practices,
ranging from the energetic pursuit of adven-
ture holidays to the reading of holiday
brochures. It illustrates different techniques of
seeing the landscape and a variety of ways of
creating and performing the local. Chapters
thus demonstrate the mutual entanglement of
practices, images, conventions, and creativity.
They chart these global flows of people, texts,
images, and artefacts. Case studies are drawn
from diverse types of tourism and destination
focused around North America, Europe, and
Australasia.

Simon Coleman teaches in the Department of
Anthropology, University of Durham. Mike Crang
is Lecturer in the Department of Geography,
University of Durham.

2002. 240 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-57181-746-8 Pb $25.00/£15.00
ISBN 1-57181-745-X Hb $59.95/£40.00
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THE LOGIC OF 
ENVIRONMENTALISM
Anthropology, Ecology and
Postcoloniality
Vassos Argyrou

Although modernity’s
understanding of
nature and culture has
now been superseded
by that of environ-
mentalism, the power
to define the meaning
of both, and hence
the meaning of the
world itself, remains

in the same (Western) hands. 

This bold argument is at the center of this
provocative book that challenges the wide-
spread assumption that environmentalism
reflects a radical departure from modernity.
Our perception of nature may have changed,
the author maintains, but environmentalism
remains a thoroughly modernist project. It
reproduces the cultural logic of modernity, a
logic that finds meaning in unity and there-
fore strives to efface difference, and to
reconfirm the position of the West as the
source of all legitimate signification.

Vassos Argyrou lectures in Social Anthropology
at the University of Hull. 

2005. 208 pages, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-84545-105-8 Pb $25.00/£15.00 
ISBN 1-84545-032-9 Hb $70.00/£45.00
Volume 1, Environmental Anthropology and Ethnobiology

ETHNOGRAPHIES OF 
CONSERVATION
Environmentalism and the
Distribution of Privilege
Edited by David G. Anderson and 
Eeva Berglund

"This is an excellent collection of articles…All are
clearly written and any of them could be used in
undergraduate teaching. Moreover, the range of
case studies is impressively global…The articles all
exhibit a good capacity to provoke…The result is
an enjoyable book that is likely to be useful to
teachers, students and practitioners of environ-
mentalism."  —Anthropological Forum

Anthropologists know that conservation often
disempowers already under-privileged groups,
and that it also fails to protect environments.
Through a series of ethnographic studies, this
book argues that the real problem is not the
disappearance of “pristine nature” or even the
land-use practices of uneducated people.
Rather, what we know about culturally deter-
mined patterns of consumption, production
and unequal distribution, suggests that critical
attention would be better turned on discours-
es of “primitiveness” and “pristine nature” so
prevalent within conservation ideology, and on
the historically formed power and exchange
relationships that they help perpetuate.

David G. Anderson is Senior Lecturer in the
Department of Anthropology at the University of
Aberdeen. Eeva Berglund was Lecturer in
Anthropology at Goldsmiths College from 1998 to
2002 and has written on the anthropology and
history of environmental politics.

2004. 256 pages, 4 maps, 4 figs, bibliog., index
ISBN 1-57181-696-8 Pb $25.00/£15.00
ISBN 1-57181-464-7 Hb $75.00/£47.00 [2003]


