Acknowledgments

Many people helped us to write this book. First of all, we are grateful to the
activists on the No Tav and No Ponte protest campaigns, who trusted us with
their memories of highly intense experiences and their reasons for acting. We
hope this book can help them, among others, make their voices heard.

We are also grateful to those who helped us with the research on which this
volume is based. In particular, Massimiliano Andretta and Eugenio Pizzimenti who
carried out the interviews and collected documents on the protests in Val di Susa.

Different versions of chapters of this book have been presented at
conferences at the European University Institute in Fiesole, the Universitat
Autdonoma de Barcelona, the ECPR joint sessions in Nicosia, and the annual
conference of the Societd Italiana di Scienza Politica in Bologna. We learned
from comments and criticism made by colleagues on all these occasions.

We are finally grateful to our respective partners, Herbert and Egle, who
supported and tolerated us with love and patience during this long and hard work.

The geographical distance notwithstanding, the two authors cooperated
intensively during the research in the field, the analysis of the results, and the
writing of this book. Each chapter is in fact a comparative analysis of the two
cases, built upon Donatella della Porta’s knowledge of the Val di Susa campaign
and Gianni Piazzas expertise on the No Ponte protest. Although sharing
responsibility for the complete book, the final drafting of the manuscript has
been divided as follows: Donatella della Porta has written chapter 1.1., chapter
3 and chapter 4 (excluding 4.6 to 4.8); Gianni Piazza chapter 1.2., chapter 2,
chapter 4.6 to 4.8, and chapter 5.

Florence — Catania, November 2007
D.d.P-G.P



to Federica, Marcella, Stefano, Raffaele, Lorenzo and Till,

to their future

to Maria and Vincenzo,

in memoriam



