Notes on Contributors

Alexandra Bitusikova received a Ph.D. in ethnology/ social anthropology
from Comenius University in Bratislava. Since 1991 she has been working
at the Research Institute of Matej Bel University in Banskd Bystrica as a
senior research fellow and in 1993-2000 as the director of the institute. She
is the author of Urban Anthropology: Trends and Perspectives (in Slovak), a
number of publications focused on urban anthropology, post-socialist social
and cultural change in Central Europe, identities, minorities, diversity and
gender. In 2001-2002 she worked in the European Commission, Directorate
General Research, in Brussels. Now based in Brussels, she works as a research
program manager at the European University Association and continues
working for Matej Bel University in Banskd Bystrica in Slovakia as a senior
researcher. Her latest research projects include the EU funded projects:
‘Enlargement, Gender, Governance: Civic and Political Participation of
Womenin the EU Candidate Countries’ (FP5) and ‘Sustainable Development
in a Diverse World’ (FP6 Network of Excellence).

Michat Buchowski is a Professor of Social Anthropology at the University
of Poznafi and of Comparative Central European Studies at European
University Viadrina in Frankfurt/Oder. He lectured and was Visiting
Professor at the University of Kansas, Humboldt University, Rutgers
University and Columbia University. He was a Fellow of the British
Council, Fulbright Foundation, Kosciuszko Foundation and the Humboldt
Foundation, and worked as a research fellow in the Centre Marc Bloch in
Berlin and CNRS in Paris. His scientific interest is in modes of thought and
in Central European social and cultural transformations. He has published
several books, among them most recently in English Reluctant Capitalists
(1997), The Rational Other (1997), Rethinking Transformation (2001), as
well as To Understand the Other (in Polish); and he is the co-editor of
Poland Beyond Communism (2001) and The Making of the Other in Central
Europe (2001). Currently he is working on issues related to the encounter of
the free market and democracy with the realities of post-socialist Poland at
the grass-roots level in Poland and Central Europe

Hana Cervinkova received her Ph.D. in anthropology from New School
for Social Research in New York (2003). In her research, she focused on
the changing institution of the military and its place in Czech society upon
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the Czech Republic’s entry into NATO (published as Playing Soldiers in
Bohemia: An Ethnography of NATO Membership, 2006). Cervinkové has
also published articles on post-socialist transformation, cultural memory,
anthropology in education and translated anthropological texts from English
into Czech. She works and lives in Wroctaw, Poland where she teaches
anthropology and works as the Director of the International Institute for
the Study of Culture and Education at the University of Lower Silesia.

Vytis Ciubrinskas is currently director of the Center of Social Anthropology
at the Vytautas Magnus University, Lithuania. He received his Ph.D. from
Vilnus University in 1993. From 2002 to 2006 he conducted research in the
USA on transmigration and transnationalism among Lithuanian diasporas
and repatriates focusing especially on cultural identity, cultural politics
and cultural heritage maintenance. He has published numerous books and
articles in Lithuanian, his English-language publications include ‘Lithuanian
Transnationalism: Constructed, Imagined and Contested Identity of the
Lithuanian — Americans’, in Beginnings and the Ends of Emigration (2005),
“Transnational Identity and Heritage : Lithuania Imagined, Constructed and
Contested’, in Craith, Mairead N., Kockel, Ullrich (eds.) Communicating
Cultures (2004), and ‘Europe, Cultural Construction and Reality’ (review
article), — Ethnologia Scandinavica, (2003).

Christian Giordano, born 1945 in Lugano (Switzerland); Italian citizen.
Studies in Bern and Heidelberg; 1973 Ph.D. in Sociology, University of
Heidelberg; 1987 Habilitation in Cultural Anthropology and Anthropology
of Europe, University of Frankfurt/M.. Assistant Professor of Cultural
Anthropology 1980-86, University of Frankfurt/M. 1988-89. Associate
Professor of Sociology, University of Munich. Since 1989 Full Professor
of Social Anthropology at the University of Fribourg (Switzerland).
Doctor honoris causa of the University of Timisoara (Romania). President
of Ethnobarometer, International Research Network on Minorities and
Migrations, Italian Council for the Social Sciences; Rome. President
of the Interfaculty Institute of East and Central Europe, University of
Fribourg. Member of the Evaluation Pool, European Science Foundation.
Publications: Die Betrogenen der Geschichte. Uberlagerungsmentalitit und
Uberlagerungsrationalitit in mediterranen Gesellschaften, Frankfurt/M.,
1992; (ed.) Constructing Risk, Threat, Catastrophe: Anthropological
Perspectives, Fribourg, 2002, (ed.) Terre, Territoire, Appartenances, Paris
2003.

Katarina Kostialova studied at the Constantine the Philosopher University
in Nitra, Slovakia and specialises in ethnology, social anthropology and
folk culture. She carried out research on cultural transformations of the
Zvolen region at the Museum in Zvolen, Slovakia. Nowadays she conducts
her fieldwork at the Research Institute of Matej Bel University in Banska
Bystrica focusing on study of social and professional groups in an urban
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environment. She teaches ethnology at the University of Matej Bel. She is a
member of the Slovak Ethnological Society.

Grazyna Kubica studied sociology at the Jagiellonian University and
specialized in social anthropology. Her fieldwork site is Cieszyn Silesia and
Krakéw. She is also interested in the history of anthropology, Polish-Jewish
relations, nationalism, gender, queer theory and visual anthropology. Her
books are: Lutherans of Cieszyn Silesia, 1994; the comprehensive edition
of Malinowski’s diaries, 2002; Malinowski’s sisters, modern women at the
beginning of the XX century, 2006 (all in Polish). She co-edited a volume
Malinowski: Between Two Worlds, Cambridge 1988 and two others in
Polish. She is also a photographer. From 2000 to 2004 she was a member of
the Executive Committee of EASA.

Lasz16 Kiirtireceived his Ph.D. in cultural anthropology from the University
of Massachusetts in 1989. He taught anthropology at The American
University in Washington DC, and the E6tvos University in Budapest, and
presently teaches at the University of Miskolc, Hungary. He conducted
fieldwork in North America, Romania and Hungary. His English-language
books include: The Remote Borderland (2001), Youth and the State in
Hungary (2002), and served as co-editor for Beyond Borders (1996), and
Working Images (2004). From 2001 to 2006 he served as the Secretary of the
European Association of Social Anthropologists.

Rajko Mursi¢ studied ethnology, philosophy (BA) and cultural
anthropology (Ph.D., 1998) at the University of Ljubljana. There he teaches
basic methodological courses, social structure and popular culture at
undergraduate and postgraduate level. He did fieldwork in Slovenia, Poland,
Macedonia, Serbia, Germany and Japan. His professional interests comprise
methodology of anthropological research, theory and philosophy of science,
theory of culture, popular music and anthropology of music, philosophy
of music, popular culture and material culture, cultural complexities and
transnational studies, and political anthropology. He has published four
monographs in Slovene and co-edited MESS: Mediterranean Ethnological
Summer School, Vol. 3/1999; Cultural Processes and Transformations in
Transition of the Central and Eastern EuropeanPost-Communist Countries,
1999, and Mess, Vol. 5/2003 (all in English, published in Ljubljana).

Terézia Nagy received her MA in ethnology (2002) and sociology (2004)
from the University of Szeged. Currently, she is Ph.D. student at Corvinus
University in Budapest. She works at the Centre for Regional Studies
at Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Her interests include culture of
refugees, migrants, homelessness and theoretical approaches of postmodern
anthropology and city dwellers. Her articles in English include: “The
appearance of an underground electro-music subculture in the cultural
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sphere of the city’ (2003), ‘Conversion and (re)construction of identity —
converts in a Hungarian Islam fellowship’ (2006).

Peter Skalnik (b. 1945) studied in Prague, Leningrad and Cape Town
and specializes in political anthropology (state and chiefdom, political
culture). He conducted fieldwork in four continents and interests include
anthropology of Europe, diplomacy, media and anthropology. He taught
social anthropology at Charles University of Prague, Comenius University
of Bratislava, University of Leiden, University of Cape Town and presently
University of Pardubice. He was an extraordinary professor at University
of Wroclaw, Poland, in 2005-2007. He was ambassador of his country in
Lebanon (1992-1997). His publications (only edited or co-edited books):
The Early State (Mouton 1978), The Study of the State (Mouton 1981),
Ourwirting the State (Transaction 1989), The Early Writings of Bronislaw
Malinowsk:i (Cambridge 1993), Sociocultural Anthropology at the Turn of
the Century (Set Out 2000), Africa 2000: Forty Years of African Studies in
Prague (Set Out 2001), The Post-communist Millennium: The Struggles for
Sociocultural Anthropology in Central and Eastern Europe (Set Out 2002),
Ernest Gellner: Special Memorial Issue (Social Evolution and History 2/2,
2004), Dolni Roveri: polocas vyzkumu/Dolni Roveri: Research ar Half-time
(University of Pardubice 2004), Anthropology of Europe: Teaching and
Research (Set Out 2005), Studying Peoples in People’s Democracies: Socialist
Era Anthropology (LIT 2005). He is a Vice-President of the International
Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (2003—present).

Gabriel Ionut Stoiciu has a BA (2000) in psychology and sociology from
the University of Bucharest. He holds two Master’s Degrees: one in Social
Anthropology (2001) from the University of Bucharest and another one
in Industrial Sociology (2002) from Pierre Mendes France University in
Grenoble (France). Presently, he is a Ph.D. candidate at Bucharest University
writing his thesis on the anthropology of work. He conducted fieldwork in
France and Romania and published several articles in Romanian scientific
journals. Heis currently employed asjunior researcherat the Anthropological
Institute of the Romanian Academy.

Zdenek Uherek received his Ph.D. in ethnology from the Czechoslovak
Academy of Sciences in Prague in 1992. Between 1993 to 1995 he was a
research fellow at the Central European University, Centre for the Study of
Nationalism under supervision of Professor Ernest Gellner. Currently, he is
a director of the Institute of Ethnology of the Academy of Sciences of the
Czech Republic and is chair of the Department of Ethnic Studies there. He is
the president of the Czech National Committee of the International Union
of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, representative of the Czech
Republic in the Intergovernmental Council of the UNESCO programme
MOST, member of RAI and EASA. He is the first president of Czech
Association for Social Anthropology. He teaches at Charles University
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(Prague), at the University of West Bohemia (Plzerl) and University of
Pardubice. His fields of interest are migration studies, theory of ethnicity,
anthropology of Europe, and urban anthropology. He conducted field
research in the Czech Republic, Kazakhstan, Russia, Ukraine, Slovakia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina and Croatia. His English-language books include
monographs: Aliens or One’s Own People: Czech Immigrants from the
Ukraine in the Czech Republic (with N. Validskova and S. Broucek 1997),
Bosnia, Bosnian Czechs, and Migratory Bridges (with P. Lozoviuk and M.
Toncrova 2000). He edited and co-edited publications Urban Anthropology
and the Supranational and Regional Networks of the Town (1993), Ethnic
Studies and the Urbanized Space in Social Anthropological Reflections
(1998), Roma Migration in Europe: Case studies (2004), and Fieldwork and
Local Communities (2005).






