ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This book is the outcome of a research project on the relationship
between research in the social sciences and secessionist movements,
sponsored by the Viaamse Gemeenschap, Administratie Wetenschap en
Innovatie (Flemish Community, Science and Innovation Administra-
tion) and the Onderzoeksraad of the Vrije Universiteit Brussel (Research
Council of the Free University Brussels). In writing this book, my first
debt is to Bruno Coppieters, with whom I cooperated on this research
project, and whose careful and constructive criticism constantly obliged
me to maintain high standards of scholarship.

Many scholars have been of great help with their supportive comments
on conference papers and articles related to this book, and on various
versions of the manuscript: Gianfranco Bottazzi, Kris Deschouwer, Marc
Hooghe, Tom Nairn, Ronald Rudin, Richard Sakwa, Anne Sassoon,
Dietlind Stolle, Patrick Stouthuysen, Patricia Van den Eeckhout, Louis
Vos, Michael Waller, and the anonymous reviewer from Berghahn.
Andrea Battistini and Marco Martiniello encouraged me to propose the
manuscript for publication. A special thanks to Veronica Kelly, for her
careful and thorough language corrections.

I would also like to express my gratitude to the scholars and friends in
Italy who have been of help during my research, amongst whom I would
like to mention Radhouan Ben Amara and Paola Boi, Michele and
Yvonne Brondino, Francesca Fabi, Peter Gardner and Cinzia Abbate,
Rita Monticelli, Gaetano Schiavo and Maria Rosaria De Bueriis. [ would
also like to thank the many Italian scholars who have expressed their
appreciation of the Italian edition of this volume (Modernita e secessione.
Le scienze sociali e il discorso politico della Lega Nord, Rome, Carocci,
2004). Their comments and suggestions have been helpful in the final
editing of the present English version of the book.

Throughout these years my family — and especially my parents Paul
and Hilda Huysseune, and Martine Huysseune and André Vervloesem —
have been a constant support, and they should therefore share in this
expression of gratitude. By giving me unfailing moral support, and by her
high standards of scholarship and professional responsibility, Maria
Giulia has, more than anyone else, enabled me to finish this book, and
my special thanks therefore go to her.



