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ne might think that writing a book on train journeys in the Holocaust

would be a reliable conversation stopper. That has not been the case.
Who would have that the trauma of “cattle cars” would be enduringly fas-
cinating and appealing to so many different people? The anecdotal history
behind the history of this book remains unwritten. For now.
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the West Indies in Kingston, Jamaica. I could not have anticipated a more
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the classroom whenever I taught the Holocaust to Caribbean students. James
Robertson and Swithin Wilmot were welcoming and generous colleagues,
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and were very supportive of my research into the transit histories of German
and Jewish refugees in the region.

Additional visits to the USHMM in Washington, DC, allowed further
exploration of train journeys and transit. In 2003, I co-coordinated a Sum-
mer Research Workshop on “Interpreting Testimony,” and in 2007, par-
ticipated in another Summer Research Workshop, “Geographies of the
Holocaust.” Both workshops generated further avenues of research and val-
idated a geographical and socio-cultural approach to journeys and transit.
Robert Ehrenreich and Suzanne Brown-Fleming of the University Programs
Division at the CAHS supported both workshops, and Tim Cole, along
with other participants in the “Geographies of the Holocaust” Workshop,
provided a benchmark of intellectual collaboration.
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with departmental colleagues, particularly Kate Hunter. Their collective
input has been invaluable. Numerous grants from the Faculty of Humani-
ties and Social Sciences provided relief from teaching, and funds to cover
the permission fees and reproduction costs of photos. Caroline Waddell
from the Photo Archives at the USHMM was especially efficient in facilitat-
ing the supply of historical images. I am also grateful to the University of
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indebted to Omer Bartov and Dirk Moses for accepting my contribution to
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to Marion Berghahn, for her ongoing support and faith in the project, and
to the production team, particularly Ann Przyzycki.

The publication of this book concludes a journey that began in Mel-
bourne, Australia, and ends in Wellington, New Zealand. The latter is a
place that does not typically feature as a home for Holocaust refugees and
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