Notes on Contributors

Oliver Bakewell is an independent consultant and researcher based in
London. He has worked in relief and development programmes through-
out Africa, in the former Yugoslavia and in the former Soviet Union. He
is a specialist in the social aspects of refugee migrations, settlement and
return and his doctoral research at the University of Bath focused on
processes of repatriation of Angolan refugees in Zambia. His current
research interests include the use of rights-based approaches in humani-
tarian assistance programmes for refugees.

Philomena Essed is Senior Researcher at the University of Amsterdam
and Visiting Professor at the University of California, Irvine. Her research
and teaching cover the areas of gender, race critical theories, social iden-
tities, leadership, and research methodologies. Her books include
Understanding Everyday Racism: An Interdisciplinary Theory (1991),
Diversity: Gender, Color and Culture (1996), and Race Critical Theories (2001,
coedited). Forthcoming are A Companion to Gender Studies (2003, coedited)
and Humanizing Leadership.

Georg Frerks is a rural sociologist with a Ph.D. from Wageningen
Agricultural University, The Netherlands. Currently he is Professor of
Disaster Studies at the Rural Development Sociology Group of
Wageningen University and also holds a Special Chair in Conflict
Prevention and Conflict Management at Utrecht University. He is Head
of the Conflict Research Unit of the Netherlands Institute of International
Relations ‘Clingendael’. His research interests and publications relate to
rural development, policy aspects of conflict and disaster management,
local coping mechanisms and the interface between intervening organi-
sations and the local population.
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Oivind Fuglerud is a social anthropologist with a Ph.D. from Oslo
University (1996). Much of his work has been related to Sri Lanka, and his
theoretical interests include nationalism, political violence, and interna-
tional migration. He has published two books: Life on the Outside: the Tamil
Diaspora and Long-Distance Nationalism (Pluto Press, 1999) and Under-
standing Migration: Movement, Racism, Globalisation (Oslo University Press,
2001, in Norwegian language only). Oivind Fuglerud works as a Research
Director at Norwegian Social Research and as associate professor at the
Department of Anthropology, University of Oslo.

Halleh Ghorashi is Assistant Professor of Intercultural Management in
the Department of Culture, Organisation, and Management at the Vrije
Universiteit in Amsterdam. She came to the Netherlands in 1988. In 1994,
she completed her MA degree in Anthropology at the Vrije Universiteit.
She received her Ph.D. in 2001 from the University of Nijmegen. She is the
author of Ways to Survive, Battles to Win: Iranian Women Exiles in the
Netherlands and the US (2002, Nova Science Publishers, New York) and of
several articles on questions of identity, Diaspora, and the Iranian
women’s movement.

Dorothea Hilhorst is a development sociologist at Wageningen
University, where she lectures on the sociology of conflict, disaster and
humanitarian assistance. She specialises in NGOs and organisation
studies, and recently published The Real World of NGOs: Discourses,
Diversity and Development with Zedbooks. She can be contacted at:
thea.hilhorst@wur.nl

Lynnette Kelly received her doctorate in 2002 from the Centre for
Research in Ethnic Relations at the University of Warwick. Her thesis
examined the situation of refugees from Bosnia Herzegovina who were
living in Britain. She is currently based at the Centre for Research in
Ethnic Relations, coordinating and working on a number of research proj-
ects on refugees and asylum seekers in Britain and Europe.

Gaim Kibreab has published widely on population displacement and
development. Author of People on the Edge in the Horn: Land Use
Environment and Displacement (Oxford: James Currey Publishers, 1996),
and Common Property Institutions, State Intervention and the Environment in
Sudan, 1898-1998 (Edwin Mellen Press, in press). At present he is affiliated
to the South Bank University in London.

Mathijs van Leeuwen is a development sociologist. As part of his studies
at Wageningen University he conducted field research in Rwanda. Since
his graduation he has been affiliated to the Conflict Research Unit of the
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Institute of International Relations ‘Clingendael’ in the Hague, and has
worked for Pax Christi the Netherlands with a women and peace organi-
sation in Kenya and southern Sudan. At the moment, he is a research fel-
low at Wageningen Disaster Studies.

Donny Meertens, anthropologist, lectures in Gender Studies at the
National University of Colombia. She has been a research associate and
visiting professor at the University of Amsterdam and CEDLA, the
Netherlands. She co-authored a book on Colombian violence (Bandits,
Peasants and Politics, University of Texas Press, 2001), and is currently
preparing a book on Gender and Displacement, based on several years of
research in Colombia. E-mail: sanmeer@colnodo.apc.org

Darini Rajasingham-Senanayake is currently a Fellow at the Inter-
national Centre for Advanced Studies at New York University and at the
International Centre for Ethnic Studies in Colombo. She is the co-author
of Ethnic Futures: the State and Identity Politics in South Asia (Sage, 1999).
She has written extensively on the political economy of armed conflict, as
well as on multiculturalism and cultural hybridity.

Anita Rapone is Professor of History at the State University of New York
at Plattsburgh. Her most recent work includes ‘Community Development
from the Ground Up: Social-Justice Coffee’, Human Ecology Review. 7:
(2000) 46-57, written with Charles R. Simpson.

Joke Schrijvers, social anthropologist, is emeritus Professor of
Development Studies at the University of Amsterdam. Her teaching and
research cover the fields of (feminist) anthropology, development, conflict
and refugee studies. She is author of many books and articles, including
‘Internal Refugees in Sri Lanka. The Interplay of Ethnicity and Gender,’
The European Journal of Development Research. 9, 2: (1997) 62-82, and
‘Fighters, Victims and Survivors: Constructions of Ethnicity, Gender and
Refugeeness among Tamils in Sri Lanka’, Journal of Refugee Studies. 12, 3
(1999): 307-33.

Charles Simpson is Professor of Sociology, State University of New York
at Plattsburgh. His research interests include the intersection of commu-
nity, agriculture, and the state. His most recent article, with Anita Rapone,
was ‘Community Development from the Ground Up: Social Justice
Coffee,” Human Ecology Review. 7 (2000): 46-57.

Kathinka Sinha-Kerkhoff received her Ph.D. in 1995 and is now a Senior
Fellow in the Asian Development Research Institute (ADRI) in Patna
(Bihar) and affiliated to the International Institute of Social History (IISG)



218 | Notes on Contributors

in Amsterdam (the Netherlands). At present, she is among others
involved in a project on ‘Partition Memories: Minority Identities and
Those Who Stayed: a Comparison of Muslims in India and Hindus in
Bangladesh’.

Simon Turner is Assistant Professor in International Development
Studies at Roskilde University, Denmark. His Ph.D. thesis is on ‘The
Barriers of Innocence: Humanitarian Intervention and Political
Imagination in a Refugee Camp for Burundians in Tanzania’.

Rianne Wesenbeek is a social scientist, specialising in ethnic relations.
Her field of expertise is (mental) health care. She is co-founder and co-
ordinator of the Intercultural Mental Health Care Foundation and chair of
the board of the Amsterdam Patient and Consumer Platform. Her publi-
cations include Ethno-Psychiatry and Intercultural Policy (1991), Racism and
Transference (1996), Suicidal Behaviour Among Young Migrant Women (2000),
and Intercultural Mental Healthcare in the 21st Century (2000).





