PREFACE

This volume developed from a conference held at and funded by the Max
Planck Institute for Social Anthropology on 26 and 27 November 2004.
With the exception of the contribution by Michael Meeker, all the chapters
in this volume originated as papers presented during that conference. The
organizers are grateful to Michael Meeker and Tsypylma Darieva, who
were discussants during the conference, and to Franz von Benda-Beck-
mann, who gave encouragement and advice during both the preparations
and the conference itself. For assistance in preparing the manuscript for
publication we are indebted to Gesine Koch and Sung-Joon Park. But most
of all we wish to thank the participants. They took part in some lively dis-
cussions of both individual papers and general themes, and we have ben-
efited from these in the preparation of this volume, in particular the
Introduction, for publication.





