
Acknowledgments

My appreciation begins with the community, both refugees and
Sudanese, in the village of Wad el Hileau. Four persons in particular
played important roles in the success of this project: Mecca opened
her home to us, while Hamid Ahmed el Amin, Abdul Hakim Ali el
Amin, and Kaltoum Idris Totil offered tireless enthusiasm and
research assistance. Scholars at the University of Khartoum were a
source of indispensable assistance.

I deeply appreciate the advice, counsel, and friendship of numerous
professional colleagues, most notably Mike McNulty, Abdi Samatar,
Barbara Harrell-Bond, and Leo Zonn. Several institutions provided
financial assistance at different stages of the project. The initial fieldwork
was completed with a Fulbright-Hays grant from the International Insti-
tute for Education and a dissertation support grant from the National
Science Foundation. Smaller grants from the American Philosophical
Society and East Carolina University supported a second study. Another
National Science Foundation grant funded the necessary follow-up field
work to complete this book, and a Research Scholar Fulbright-Hays
grant provided support for a summer of archival research in Oxford,
England. Pat Guyette, Becky Moye, Tim Bascom, Brian Andrews, and
Chad Delp gave indispensable reference, administrative, and graphic
help. At East Carolina University, I have been privileged to work with
a superb group of colleagues in the geography department.

Our friendships with “the group” in Iowa City, the CPC family in
Greenville, and the Longwood neighborhood have been a source of
welcome delight amid our treks. Some must bear mention by name
for time, prayer, gifts, or laughter: the Minges, Bourdeauxs, D’Amatos,
Bechtolds, Kimmels, Prices, Carl Brannan, and four generations of
Bascoms. Finally, I wish to acknowledge the four persons with whom
I am closest: Betsy Page Bascom, my life companion and fellow trav-
eler during three arduous stints of fieldwork; Ethan and Joanna, foun-
tains of great joy for us; and, the One most deserving of praise – the
God who is really Here.


