
PREFACE

One of the crucial tasks that face pluralistic societies today is the empowerment
of minorities through education as a way of bridging socioeconomic gaps and
paving the way for civil culture. This issue stands at the core of critical
multiculturalism, which aims to create cultural bridges between different
groups who share the same society through the redivision of power and the
enhancement of political and cultural democracy. 

This goal is not easy to attain. It requires a broad agreement between
minority and majority groups over the contents of multiculturalism and its
adoption as a common ideology, as well as a way of dealing with ethnic, racial,
national, and other social divisions.

This book attempts to shed light on different aspects of multiculturalism. In
particular it delineates the German and Israeli experiences in terms of majority-
minority relations through formal and informal education. It addresses the
meaning and implementation of multiculturalism in these societies through
issues such as cultural policy, linguistic policy, the shaping of the school
curriculum, the absorption of immigrants, the promotion of women’s status,
and other related issues.

This book is part of an ongoing project that started in 2002 between the
Center for Multiculturalism and Educational Research at the University of
Haifa and the International Center for Graduate Studies (ICGS) at the
University of Hamburg. We are indebted to many people without whom this
important project, as well as this book, would have been difficult to accomplish.
First and foremost we wish to thank the ZEIT-Stiftung Ebelin and Gerd
Bucerius, who provided a generous grant for the achievement of the whole
project. We especially thank Professor Dr Manfred Lahnstein, Professor Dr
Michael Göring, and Frauke Hamann for their understanding and continuing
support. We also thank Dr Udo Thelen and Dr Nina Smidt of ICGS for their
commitment to the success of the project. We thank the authors for their
cooperation and for their keen efforts to provide the most up-to-date version of
their studies. Our thanks go to Dr Nina Smidt, Sivan Spitzer Shohat, and Inke
Du Bois, who assisted in the first stage of preparing this book for publication,
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and to Sabrina Monetha for her thorough proofreading of the final text version.
Last, but not least, we thank Marion Berghahn and Mark Stanton of Berghahn
Books publishing house for their kind cooperation.

Majid Al-Haj, Haifa
Rosemarie Mielke, Hamburg
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