Acknowledgments

I would like to thank the many people who have made this work possible.
First and foremost, I want to express my sincere gratitude to the individuals
who generously agreed to be interviewed for this project. Each one shared
their time and their often difficult and painful experiences with me. Many
also went above and beyond to reach out to their colleagues, friends, and
family to assist me in connecting with others. This project could not have
been realized without them. I hope that I have honored and accurately rep-
resented the complexities of their experiences.

I want to express my deepest thanks to Max O. Stephenson Jr. for his
unfailing support and guidance throughout this project. He has continuously
pushed me to become a better writer and clearer thinker. A sincere thank
you, too, to Christian Matheis, who has consistently encouraged me to think
seriously about liberation and how we reach it. Thank you as well to Debo-
rah Milly and Katrina Powell for their helpful feedback as this project took
shape from a rough sketch in 2016 to the present book. To the anonymous
reviewers of this work, thank you for your insightful suggestions on clarifying
and improving the manuscript.

Thank you to my family for being constant sources of joy and support:
my partner, Zibby, my daughters, Ilana and Olivia, my parents, Ellen and
Wayne, and my sisters, Becca and Aryn. I want to thank the wonderful and
diverse community of friends and colleagues I made while at Virginia Tech.
Thank you for the hikes, the conversations, the TOTS nights, the late-night
waffles, the cat sitting, and most especially for the delicious potlucks and
Friendsgivings. I cannot list everyone here, for fear of leaving someone out,
but I hope you all know who you are. I am grateful to the members of the
Blacksburg Refugee Partnership as well, particularly Scott Bailey, for the
continuous reminder that we can choose to act with care and compassion
toward newcomers in American society, rather than exclusion and violence.

Last, but certainly not least, a huge thank you to the friends who offered
me lodging and meals and acted as—possibly reluctant, but always gracious—
sounding boards as I conducted this research: Jen Cohn, Rama Issa-Ibrahim,

This chapter is from Resettled Iraqi Refugees in the United States by Jared Keyel.
https://doi.org/10.3167/9781800738423. It is available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license thanks to
the support of Knowledge Unlatched. Not for resale.



Acknowledgments | ix

Stephanie Sacco, Sony Rane (and everyone at the Bowers House Coopera-
tive), and Tamar Frolichstein-Appel.

This open access edition has been made available under a CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license
thanks to the support of Knowledge Unlatched. https://doi.org/10.3167/9781800738423. Not for resale.





