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As Ireminisce about the people who helped me on the way to this book,
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students at Indiana University, Bloomington, in the early 1960s, in
the African Studies Program. The last time we met was some twenty
years later, in Ames, Towa, on another university campus, where he
was a political science professor. A couple of years later, I learned of
his death. His remains came to rest in a burial ground on a slope in the
Rocky Mountains—this son of the West African rain forest had become
a skiing enthusiast. For me, he was a pioneer Afropolitan.
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I want to thank Stefan Ene and Thomas Borén of the Department
of Human Geography, Stockholm University, for advice and expertise
in creating a map of Nigeria connecting directly to the contents of the
book.

Let me note that in certain places in the text, I have omitted precise
page references for quotations. These are basically quotations included
to convey a sense of style and atmosphere (not factual information or
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